Course Title: American Literary Nationalism

Instructor: Lin Yaofu

Semester: Fall, 2006
Hours: 2:10-5:00 pm, Tuesdays
The course explores American writings from the late 18th to mid-19th century--roughly the century before the Civil War--in the context of a growing obsession with "nation and narration" that arises with the Revolution.  Such an "obsession," and the urge to shape a distinct and independent cultural identity is viewed through the prism of "postcolonial" discourse.  The strategic appropriation of nature, a clear case of  ideological camouflage through ahistoricizing historicity, to underpin a nativist consciousness will receive especial attention.  As this construction of a distinct (American) national and cultural identity, common to emergent/postcolonial societies, is paralleled to a remarkable degree in present day Taiwan, similar Taiwanese discourse will also be dealt with where appropriate.

Besides the selections in Robert E. Spiller (ed.)'s  The American Literary Revolution, relevant texts of such writers as Joel Barlow, Royall Tyler, Philip Freneau, William Cullen Bryant, James Fenimore Cooper, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman,  Hawthorne, Melville and Dickinson will also be read.

Students are required to make oral presentations and participate actively in class discussions.  A term paper, approximately 10 pages, is due at the end of the semester.

Schedule of assignments:

WK 1   (9/12):  Introduction

WK 2   (9/19)  :  Spiller, Documents 1&2, pp. 5-37

WK 3   (9/26):  Spiller, Documents 4, 7,11 &18, pp.59-72; 112-131; 175-186; 335-341. 


  Discussions on American English, Mandarin and Taiwanese.

WK 4   (10/3):  Joel Barlow, "Hasty Pudding"; Royall Tyler, "The Contrast." 

WK 5   10/10): Holiday
WK 6   (10/17)  : Spiller. Documents 5, 6, 8, 9&10, pp.73-105;132-162; 163-174.
WK 7   (10/24):  Spiller, Documents 12, 13 & 14, pp.195-234.

WK 8   (10/31):  Spiller, Documents 15, 16 & 19, pp. 239-318, 342-372

WK 9   (11/7):  Spiller, Documents 20 & 21,  pp. 377-386.  Irving, The Sketch Book
WK 10  (11/14) : (Midterm exam )
WK 11  (11/21) : Spiller, Documents 22 & 23, pp. 387-39415. Longfellow, "Hiawatha" 



 and other poems; Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans.
WK 12  (11/28):  Spiller, Documents 24 & 25, pp. 416-454. Poes,  selected tales and 



   poems, "Philosophy of Composition" & "Poetic Principle"; Emerson,  



   selected essays, including "The Poet."
WK 13  (12/5):  Thoreau, Walden; selected essays and journal entries.
WK 14  (12/12): Whitman, Preface to LG (1855), selected poems; Dickinson, selected 



    poems 

WK 15  (12/19) : Melville, "Hawthorne and His Mosses," selected tales 
WK 16 (12/26): Hawthorne, prefaces to the major "romances."  Scarlet Lettter & House 


           of Seven Gables.
Course Title: American Literary Nationalism

Instructor: Lin Yaofu

Semester: Second semester, 1996

Hours: 3:10-6:00 pm, mondays

The course explores American writings in the late 18th to mid-19th century--roughly the century before the Civil War--in the context of a growing obsession with "nation and narration" that arises with the Revolution.  Such an "obsession," and the urge to shape a distinct and independent cultural identity is viewed through the prism of "postcolonial" discourse.  The strategic appropriation of nature, a clear case of  ideological camouflage through ahistoricizing historicity, to underpin a nativist consciousness will receive especial attention.  As this construction of a distinct (American) national and cultural identity, common to emergent/postcolonial societies, is paralleled to a remarkable degree in present day Taiwan, similar Taiwanese discourse will also be dealt with where appropriate.

Besides the selections in Robert E. Spiller (ed.)'s  The American Literary Revolution, relevant texts of such writers as Joel Barlow, Royall Tyler, Philip Freneau, William Cullen Bryant, James Fenimore Cooper, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman,  Hawthorne, Melville and Dickinson will also be read.

Students are required to make oral prresentations and participate actively in class discussions.  A term paper, approximately 10 pages, is due at the end of the semester.

Schedule of assignments:

WK 1   (3/4)  :  Introduction

WK 2   (3/11):  Spiller, Documents 1&2, pp. 5-37

WK 3   (3/18):  Spiller, Documents 4, 7,11 &18, pp.59-72; 112-131; 175-186; 335-341. 


  Discussions on American English, Mandarin and Taiwanese.

WK 4   (3/25):  Joel Barlow, "Hasty Pudding"; Royall Tyler, "The Contrast." 

WK 5   (4/1)  :  Holiday

WK 6   (4/8)  :  Spiller, Documents 5, 6, 8, 9&10, pp.73-105;132-162; 163-174.

WK 7   (4/15):  Spiller, Documents 12, 13 & 14, pp.195-234.

WK 8   (4/22):  Spiller, Documents 15, 16 & 19, pp. 239-318, 342-372.  
WK 9   (4/29):   Spiller, Documents 20 & 21,  pp. 377-386.  Irving, The Sketch Book.




 

  
WK 10  (5/6) :   Spiller, Documents 22 & 23, pp. 387-39415. Longfellow, "Hiawatha" 



   and other poems; Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans.

WK 11  (5/13):  Spiller, Documents 24 & 25, pp. 416-454. Poes,  selected tales and 




   poems, "Philosophy of Composition" & "Poetic Principle"; Emerson,  



   selected essays, including "The Poet."

WK 12  (5/20):   Thoreau, Walden; selected essays and journal entries.

WK 13  (5/27):    Whitman, Preface to LG (1855), selected poems; Dickinson, selected 



    poems.

WK 14  (5/30):    Melville, "Hawthorne and His Mosses," selected tales.

WK 15  (6/3)  :    Hawthorne, prefaces to the major "romances."  Scarlet Lettter & House 


           of Seven Gables. 
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