A Syllabus of Daoism and Ecology

Doctoral Program, First Term, 2006 academic year, English Department

Instructor: Yang Ming-tu

A: English Textbooks: (1) Daoism and Ecology, Harvard University Press; (2) Zhuangzi（莊子）; (3) Laozi’s Daode Jing; 

B. Chinese Textbooks (1) Scripture of Unconscious Unification; (2) Scripture of Great Peace（太平經）; (3) History of Chinese Daoism（中國道教史）; (4) 沖虛至德真經（5）無能子（6）道門觀心經（6）坐忘論
C. Reference Books: （1） Dictionary of Chinese Daoism（2）莊萬壽,<<莊子史論源流、生態，批判、語言>>（3）牟宗三<<才性與玄理>>（4）胡楚生<<老莊研究>>（5）呂鵬志，<<道教哲學>>，（6）魯迅等<<魏晉思想>>（7）鄧擎霄<<莊子學集>>（8）樂愛國<<道教生態學>>（9）徐復觀<<兩漢思想史>>。 

Course Description: This course aims to familiarize students with the relationship between the important ecological concepts of the Western ecocritical theory and those demonstrated in Chinese Daoist thoughts. This in turn will enable students to study other related ecological theories, to develop their potential for establishing their own environmental theories applying what they have studied to dealing with contemporary environmental issues. In this course we shall compare and analyze the similarities and differences between Daoism, Buddhism, and different schools of Western ecological thoughts. Examples of literature will be used in our discussions of different discourses   with the hope that our knowledge about environmental philosophy and ecological literature can be increased side by side..

Subjects to be covered each week:

First Week: Arne Naess, “The Deep Ecological Movement: Some Philosophical Aspects” in Deep Ecology for the twenty-First Century, ed. George Sessions, Boston:Shambhala, 1966, pp64-83; Jerry Mander, “ Leaving the Earth: Space Colonies, Disney, and Epcot,” in Deep Ecology for the twenty-First Century, ed. George Sessions, Boston: Shambhala, 1966, pp290-311

2nd Week: Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim: “Series Foreword,” in Daoism and Ecology

4th Week: “Introduction”: xxxvii to lix in Daoism and Ecology

5th Week: “Prologue: The Calabash Scrolls by Stephen L. Field,” by Stephen Field Lxv-lxxiii

6th Week:  “Pushing Compassion outward: Buddhist Ecological Thought and Practice” 

7th Week: “Flowering Apricot: Environmental Practice, Folk Religion, and Daoism,” E.N. Aderson.” 157-185

8th Week: “ ‘Daoism” and “Deep Ecology’: Fantasy and Potentiality, by Jordan Paper, 3-23 

9th Week: “ ‘Nature’ as Part of Human Culture in Daoism,” by Mchael Farguel, 23-45

10th Week:  “In Search of Dragons: The Folk Ecology of Fengshui,” Stephen L. Field” by Stephen L. Field

11th Week: “Daoism and the Quest for Order,” by Getry F. Kleeman, 45-61

12th Week: “Ecological questions for Daoist Thought: Contemporary Issues and Ancient texts,” by Joannet D. Birdwhistell 23-45

13th Week: An Introductory Study on Daoist Notions of Wilderness,” by Thomas H. Hahn

14th Week: Salvation in the Garden: Daoism and Ecology,” by Jeffrey F. Meyer, 219-237

15th Week: Sectional Discussion: How Successfully Can We Apply the Concepts of Ecology to Daoist Cultural Contexts?” by John Patterson and James Miller, 237-245

16th Week: Daoist Ecology: The Inner Transformation. A Study of the Precepts of the Early Daoist Ecclesia, by Kristofer Schipper, 79--113

17th Week: The Daoist Concept of Central Harmony in the Scripture of Great Peace: Human Responsibility for the Maladies of Nature, by Chi-tim Lai, 95-113

18th Week: “Mutual Stealing among theThree Powers” in the Scripture of Unconscious Unifaction, by Shang Jiyu and Li Yuanguo, 113-125

19th Week: “Ingesting the Marvelous: The Practitioners’s Relationship to Nature According to Ge Hong,”  by Robert Ford Campany, 125-149

20th Week:  “Sectional Discussion: What Ecological Themes Are Found in Daoist Texts?” by James Miller, Richard G. Wang, and Edward Davis. 149-157

 

If necessary we’ll change the topics for the first four weeks. For example, we might study (1) David L. Hall’s “From Reference to Deference: Daoism and the Natural World, pp245-265; (2) Rger T. Amers’s “The Local and the Focal in Realizing a Daoist World, pp.265-283; (3) Russell Kirkland, “ ‘Metic Intelligence or Responsible Non-Action’ in a Natural World: Perspecties from the Neiye, Shuangzi, and Daode Jing, pp283-305; (4) Liu Xiaogan’s  “Non-Action and the Environment Today: A Conceptual and Applied study of Laozi’s Philosophy, pp305-315.

  The Four Sectional Discussions can also be replaced by the four papers in the Fifth Section , Practical Ecolgical Concerns in Contemporary Daoism

 

Grading: Mid-term, 30%; Class attendance 30%; Term paper, 40%

