Ecofeminist Novels

Autumn Semester 2006

Instructor: Huang I-min

Office: FL713

Phone: 26215656-3220

E-mail: peter@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Objective:  1) to familiarize students with important ecofeminist theories and knowledge and 2) to apply these theories to read three novels:

Frances Mayes’ Under the Tuscan Sun, Linda Hogan’s Solar Storm, and Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake.
Grade: oral reports, 50%; final paper, 50%

Syllabus:

Sept. 13: Greta Gaard and Lori Gruen, “Ecofeminism: Toward Global Justice and Planetary Health

        Josephine Donovan, “Ecofeminist Literary Criticism: Reading the Orange”
      20: Kate Soper, “Nature, Friend and Foe” and “Nature and Sexual Politics”
      27: Andy Fisher, “Beginning with Experience,” and “From Humanistic to Naturalistic Psychology”
Oct.    4: Vandana Shiva, “The Impoverishment of the Environment: Women and Children Last” “Women’s Indigenous Knowledge and Biodiversity Conservation” Maria Mies, “The Myth of Catching-up Development”
       11: Noel Sturgeon, “The Nature of Race: Discourses of Racial Difference in Ecofeminism,” Dorceta Taylor, “Women of Color, Environmental Justice, and Ecofeminism”
       18: Andy Smith, “Ecofeminism through an Anticolonial Framework,” Greta Gaard, “Ecofeminism and Native American Cultures: Pushing the Limits of Cultural Imperialism”
       25: Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century,” “Ecce Homo, Ain’t (Ar’n’t) I a Woman, and Inappropriate/d Others: The Human in a Post-Humanist Landscape”
Nov.    1: Donna Haraway, “The Promises of Monsters: A Regenerative Politics for Inappropriate/d Others” Cynthia Deitering, “The Postnatural Novel: Toxic Consciousness in Fiction of the 1980s”
         8: Vandana Shiva, “Monocultures of the Mind,” “Biodiversity: A Third World Perspective”
        15: Mid-term Break

        22: Under the Tuscan Sun
        29: Under the Tuscan Sun
Dec.     6: Solar Storm
        13: Solar Storm
        20: Oryx and Crake
        27: Oryx and Crake
Jan      3: Review

        10: Paper Due 

