American Foreign Policy Fall 2006                             Prof. Edward I-hsin Chen

Course Description

This course is an introduction of American governance in the 20th and 21st centuries. The goal of this course is to help students to understand the various dimensions of American governance, ranging from theory and practice of separation of powers, executive and legislative relationship, sources of presidential powers, political parties, interest groups, transformation of international system, decision-making process, to constitutional, institutional, and structural factors of U.S. foreign, security and economic policies in an era of globalization. 
It is expected that students of this course will be able to develop a creative and independent way of thinking in their future studies. And because the United States is the most important friend of the Republic of China, it is also hoped that they will be able to better equip themselves when they are involved in the decision-making process someday. 

Students are required to attend lectures, classroom presentations, and special guest speeches by U.S. congressional senior advisors, officials, professors, scholars, and representatives from the American Institute in Taiwan and American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei. 

Course Requirements and Grading 
(1) Weekly classroom discussion (20%) 

(2) 1st Paper Presentation (20%)

(3) 2nd Paper Presentation (20%)
(4) Mid-term Examination: (20%) 

(5) Final Examination (20%)
1. Introduction & Methodology

2. Constitutional Factors

Ambrose, “The Presidency and Foreign Policy,” FA, Vol. 70, No. 5, 1991

3. Executive-Legislative Relations

Fisher, Constitutional Conflicts between Congress and the President

4. Institutional Factors

Rockman, “America’s Department of State: Irregular and Regular Syndromes of Policy Making,” APSR, Dec. 1981

5. Structural Factors
Hurwitz & Peffley, “How are Foreign Policy Attitudes Structured: A Hierarchical Model,” APSR, Dec. 1987

6. Domestic Context of Foreign Policy I
Nincic, Democracy and Foreign Policy
7. Foreign Policy and Democracy

Waltz, Foreign Policy and Democratic Politics, Chs. 1-6 & 11

8. Presidential Character 
Barber, Presidential Character

9. 1st Term Paper Presentation and Discussion on Methodology 
10. Mid-term Exam
11. Presidential Power

Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents

12. Alliance Theory I
Liska, Nations in Alliance

13. System Theory I
Kaplan, System and Process in International Politics
14. System Theory II
Rosenau, ed., International Politics and Foreign Policy, Chs. of Kaplan, Deutsch & Singer, and Roscrance
12. Realism 

Morganthau: Politics among Nations
13. Crisis Management I
George, ed., Avoiding Wars

14. Crisis Management II

Synder and Diesing, Conflict among Nations, Chs. 1-5 & 8

15. Cooperation and Security I
Jervis, “ Cooperation under the Security Dilemma,” WP, Jan. 1978

16. Cooperation and Security II

Oye, Cooperation under Anarchy System

17.  2nd Term Paper Proposal Presentation and Discussion on Methodology
18. Final Exam
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