American Higher Education

Fall 2006
Professor: Dr. Hou, Yung-chi ( Angela Hou)
Students: graduate students with advanced English proficiency and interested in higher education 
Part I. Description: 

This course offers an overview of the development of American higher education in the 21st Century. It aims to help students understand the origins of contemporary practices and problems in higher education. In addition, this course is designed to help students acquire the ability to use academic English fluently and accurately in speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Major reading themes include: 
(1) Uses of Universities

(2) Development of American higher education system
(3) Academic Profession

(4) Curriculum

(5) Academic Status and Excellence
(6)Commercialization 
(7) Technology and Globalization 
Part II. Readings:
For most course meetings, you will be expected to read and think about assigned sources, including primary and secondary ones. In short, both primary and secondary sources have to interrogated and interpreted in order to understand the contexts in which they were created, the purposes of their creators, and the biases and omissions inherent in any finite document. 
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Part IV. Requirements:

You are expected to do four things: 

1. Attend class, complete reading assignments, and participate in class discussions. This course has both discussion and lecture components. I will give an introduction for the reading assignment first. The warm-up questions will be prepared by teacher. Then the class will start with a discussion that focuses on the assigned readings and uses them to address larger questions. You are expected participate actively in these discussions. Question-posing to the class is especially encouraged, especially questions that may have no "right" answer. Each week, students are required to present the assigned reading. 
2.  Complete worksheet: You are supposed to complete worksheets in the different units after discussing with group members.

3.  Mid Exam: it will be held in format of essay questions.
4.  Final Report: select a topic related to the content of the course and write a 10-page final paper( use APA Format)

Part V. Grading and Attendance Policies: 

1. reading presentation will together contribute 40% of the total course grade, and Mid-exam 30% and final paper 30%.
2. As graduate students, you are expected to be mature and professional than before. 100 % attendance is expected.  Less than 6-hour excused absence is acceptable because of irresistible reasons. However, each one –hour excused absence will result in a one-point reduction of your final grade. But each unexcused absence will make lose three points of your final grade.  6-hour excused and unexcused absence will result in a failure of the course.
Part VI. Weekly topics and readings
	Week
	Topic 
	Reading 

	Week 1 9/13
	Introduction
	

	Week 2
9/20
	Uses of Universities
	1. An idea of Multiversity (Kerr)
2. The City of Intellect” in a Century for the Foxes (Kerr)

	Week 3
9/27
	Development of American Universities
	1. Pattern in Higher Education (Altbach)
2. The American Academic Model in Comparative Perspective (Altbach)

	Week 4
10/4
	Development of American Universities
	The Ten Generations of American Higher Education

	Week 6
10/11
	Governance
	1. Autonomy and Accountability: Who Control Academe (Berdahl)
2. The Federal Government and Higher Education(Gladieux)
3. The States and Higher Education (McGuinness)

	Week 7
10/18
	Governance
	1.The Dilemma of Presidential Leadership (Robert Birnbaum)
2.The Remarkable Ambiguity. (Keller)

	Week 8
10/ 25
	Academic Profession
	1. Harsh Reality: The Professoriate Faces a New Century (Altbach)

2. Understanding the American academic Profession
(Finkelstein)



	Week 9 

11/1
	
	Mid-term

	Week 10
11/8
	Academic Status and Excellence
	1. Carnegie Classification
2. U.S. News Best Colleges

	Week 11 11/15
	Academic Status and Excellence
	1. Is Harvard over rated?
2. How Excellence (Lewis)

	Week 12
11/22
	Curriculum
	1. Graduate Education and Research: Interdependence and strain (Gumport)

	Week 13

11/29
	Curriculum
	1. Curriculum in Higher education : The Historical Roots of Contemporary
2. Liberal Education, Liberal Democracy, and the soul of the University (Shapiro)

	Week 14
	Commercialization
	1. The Root of Commercialization (Bok)
2. Copyrights Play out—commodifying the core academic function (Salughter)

	Week 15
	Commercialization
	3. Higher Education as a Mature Industry (Levine)
4. The Growing Gap Between Public needs and the Reality of Higher Education (Newman)

	Week 16
	Technology and Globalization
	1. Technology and Higher Education : Opportunities and Challenges for the New Era (Gumport)

	Week 17
	Future perspectives
	1. College and University Strategies for the New Era (Newman)
2. Genetic Entrepreneurialism among American Universities (Clark)

	Week 18
	Final report
	


PAGE  
3

