Theory and Criticism

Fall 2006
Instructor: Prof. Mei-hwa Sung

Syllabus

Week
Date

Subject
1

9/13

Introduction; logistics

2 9/20

Plato and Aristotle (Adams 1)

3 

9/27

Sidney, “The Defence of Poesy” (Adams 1)

Foucault, “What Is An Author?” (Adams 2)

4 

10/4 
John Locke, “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding” 





(Adams 1)

5 

10/11
Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel (Introduction)

6

10/18
George Lukacs, “Realism in Our Time: Literature and Class





Struggle” (McKeon)

7      10/25
Freud, “Family Romances” (McKeon)

8      11/1

Lacan, “The Mirror Stage” (Adams 2)

9      11/8 
Levi-Strauss, “The Structural Study of Myth” (Adams 2)

10      11/15
No class (mid-term exam week)

11      11/22
Derrida, “Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the Human 

Sciences” (Adams 2)

12      11/29
Kolodny, “Dancing Through the Minefield: Some Observations

on the Theory, Practice, and Politics of Feminist Literary Criticism (Adams 2)

13      12/6

Cixous, “The Laugh of the Medusa” (Adams 2)

14      12/13
Said, “Secular Criticism” (Adams 2)

15      12/20
Bakhtin, The Dialogic Imagination (“Discourse in the Novel”)

(Adams 2)

16      12/27
Review

Course description: The goal of this seminar is to equip the MA students with a basic, solid grasp of the key concepts revolving around the subject of literary theory and criticism since Plato.  These concepts may be summarized as follows: reality, subjectivity, author, reader, text, structure, and context (world, genre, gender, class, etc.).  The readings for the first semester are chosen to highlight debates regarding the above-mentioned issues from a historical perspective.  In the second semester, readings will be mostly from the postmodern schools.

Requirements: 


1. summaries of the reading assignments to be submitted punctually

2. one oral presentation for each class member

Textbooks: Literary Criticism: Literary Cultural Studies. 4th edition. Eds. Robert Con Davis and Ronald Schleifer


Critical Theory Since Plato. Ed. Hazard Adams


Critical Theory Since 1965. Ed. Hazard Adams


Theory of the Novel. Ed. Michael McKeon

Reference books:

Critical Terms for Literary Study.  Eds. Frank Lentricchia & Thomas McLaughlin

Textual/Sexual Politics. Toril Moi

