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Fall 2006

Research Methodology: 

Towards an Annotated Bibliography 
Thu 8:10-11:00 am (T 411)

Stella Guo

E-mail: onuhtan@mail.tku.edu.tw

FL 202
Office phone: x2054; English Department: x2343 (leave message)

Office Hours: 4 – 8 pm Wednesdays and by appointment

Texts and References
Browner, Stephanie, Stephen Pulsford, and Richard Sears, eds.  Literature and the Internet, A Guide to the Students, Teachers, and the Scholars.  Wellesley Studies in Critical Theory, Literary History and Culture, Vol. 21.  New York: Garland, 2000. 
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  6th ed.  MLA, May 2003. (Cf. MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing.  2nd ed.  New York: MLA, 1998)

Harner, James L.  Literary Research Guide, An Annotated Listing of Reference Sources in English Literary Studies.  4th ed.  New York: MLA, 2002. 
Harner, James L.  On Compiling An Annotated Bibliography.  2nd ed.  New York: MLA, 2000.
For library research techniques, MLA-formatted papers, annotated bibliography, and related citation guidelines of MLA, APA, Chicago and other documentation styles, see also 
· Library Research: Flow of Information at UCLA college library
· Guide Literary Research at Duke University Libraries
· The Owl at Purdue
· Online! Citation Styles
· Citation Formats at Lesley University Libraries 
Course Description

· This course introduces students to the basic principles and significant resources available locally and on the Internet for conducting domain-specific, English literary research at the graduate level.  It consists of regular readings, a series of library practicum, extensive independent research, and in-class team reports.  

· Besides working with the invaluable scholarship in print form, a major focus of the course will be placed on the literary research resources on the Internet.  We will brave this new world with interest and caution, considering its specific use (or lack thereof) to the specific research projects and the broader cultural, political implications of the online sources for the local and global academics.

· Along the way, the course will familiarize students with the important steps of conducting scholarly inquiries that lead to the compilation of a well-conceived bibliography with selective annotations on a subject author.  As a trial case, we’ll discuss Harner’s two very instructive volumes and apply and modify his recommendations to a specific bibliographical project on the scholarship on J. R. R. Tolkien between 2000 and the present.  The end product of will include an introduction, the bibliographic entries with selective annotations, and an index.  

Grading

Grading will be based on active and engaged class participation (10%), periodic reports on class readings and responses to the library practicum (20%), final team report (10%), and the annotated bibliography project (total 60%: individual portion 30%; team, 30%).  I do NOT give incomplete.  All assignments must be completed to earn the course credits.  

Schedule
	Wk
	Date
	Readings and Assignments

	1
	9/14
	Introduction: team and contact info list

	2
	9/21
	On Compiling An Annotated Bibliography

	3
	9/28
	Library instruction: relevancy of the library facilities and resources

Class meets in U301, Juesheng Library. 

Library practicum 1: recent published bibliographies and special issues on Tolkien 

	4
	10/5
	Literature and the Internet, chaps 4-6

Library practicum 2: Tolkien-related websites

Project proposal due

	5
	10/12
	Literary Research Guide: Introduction, G-J

Library practicum 3:  serial, period, author, dissertation bibliographies, and specialized journals

	6
	10/19
	Literary Research Guide: K-M; U

Library practicum 4: special topics, e.g., Tolkien in fantasy lit/children’s lit; Tolkien in Chinese translation

	7
	10/26
	Conferences 

First draft of bibliography due

	8
	11/2
	Literary Research Guide: D-F

Library practicum 5: locating and retrieving materials for annotation

	9
	11/9
	Literary Research Guide: A-C

Library practicum 6: paraphrase vs. commentary annotations

	10
	11/16
	Week of midterm: no class 
First draft of bibliography with selective annotations due

	11
	11/23
	MLA Handbook, chaps 1-4

	12
	11/30
	MLA Handbook, chap 5 

	13
	12/7
	MLA Handbook, chaps 6-7; Appendix B 

First draft of complete annotated bibliography with intro and index due

	14
	12/14
	Revision workshop: writing and documentation 

	15
	12/21
	Final Team Reports (NO ABSENCE)

	16
	12/28
	Final Team Reports (NO ABSENCE)

Final Portfolio due

	17-18
	1/3-9
	Final Exams: All High-Pass!
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