Course Syllabus: 
Designing the Future: Futures-Oriented Policy Studies
Graduate Intensive Course in Futures Studies, 
Graduate Institute for Futures Studies, Tamkang University
1. Professor Sohail Inayatullah. Email: sohail@mail.tku.edu.tw, s.inayatullah@qut.edu.au. Phone: 0911830275 (mobile). Home: 2621 5656 (extension 2476). Office: 2621-5656 (extension 2032). Also: 61 7 5452 6269
2. Credit Hours. 3 hours.

3. Teaching Goals

· Understanding approaches to designing the Future
· Understanding theoretical and practical differences between planning, policy and futures
· Developing skills in future-oriented policy planning

· Developing confidence in using policy futures methods

· Using e-discussions for effective pedagogy

4. Areas that the Course will cover

· Futures Studies

· Policy Studies

· Case Studies in Futures-Oriented Planning

5. Ways of Teaching

This is a reading and writing intensive course with a great deal of e-discussion built into it. It is designed for digital natives.

Students will be expected to read the course textbook, Questioning the Future weekly, and provide comments to chapters on a weekly basis. Comments will be in the form of emails sent to the instructor.

Along with e-intensive nature of the course, students will be expected apply futures learning to specific current and future problems that are locally relevant to them (university, city, environmental, and other issues).

Students will be encouraged to work in groups in class (and e-class) as well as for the final paper. The final paper should be a futures policy paper advising local, city or national government or business on a particular policy. It should use at least two futures methods, eg, scenarios and the futures triangle and articulate concrete recommendations.

The first two months will be reading and writing intensive. Subsequent months will be research and project intensive.

6. Monthly plan

September – Futures, Planning and Policy
1. Overview of Course, goals, grading

2. Policy analysis, planning and Futures Research – an evaluation (can policy making be future oriented?)
3. Multiple perspectives on Planning. Problem and Mission, Futures, Vision and Evolutionary.

4. Who makes policy? How do ideas become hegemonic? Policy and Symbolic politics.

Reading for September 
Sohail Inayatullah, “The Study of the Future,” Part 1 (specifically chapter 1)
October -  Futures-oriented Planning – methods
5. Futures methods in futures-oriented policy (t-cycle, futures triangle, scenarios, cla, visioning, futures wheels, emerging issues analysis)

Readings for October – Questioning the Future continued. Finish Part 1.
November – Case Studies in Futures-oriented Policy
6. Case studies in futures oriented policymaking
Readings for November: Questioning the future, Part 2.
December – From Policy to Action
1. Overview of course - Main Learnings
2. Paper presentations for comments

8. Grading

1. E-participation–weekly reflections 40% 

2. Class Participation – 20%.

3. Final Paper – 40%. Research paper on Futures-oriented Policy_ Theory plus case study. Paper must use at least two futures tools. Final Paper due by December 18th, 2003.
Total = 100%

