Introduction to Literary Theory (西洋文學批評導讀), Fall, 2006
Time: 11,12 (6:00-7:50)
Place: T703
Instructor: Tso-Wei Hsieh (謝作偉)
Email: mtarg25@yahoo.com.tw
I. Objectives:  
The course is aimed at introducing major literary criticisms toward literary texts.. For the first semester, it will cover from Liberal Humanism to New Historicism; for the second semester, from Postcolonalism to Ecocriticism.  After this class, we will learn how to apply these critical approaches to interpret literary works.  The class will be conducted through lecture, group discussion, and documentary.   
II. Text: 

Barry, Peter.  Beginning Theory.  2th edition. Manchester: Manchester University
 
Press, 2002. (Available from Bookman).
* Handouts from Leitch, Vincent B. et al. The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism.
 
New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001.
.
III. Requirements/grading:

1. Class attendance and participation:  20%.
* Class attendance is required.  Absences due to illness or other emergent incidents must be reported (by email, phone, etc) to the instructor as soon as possible.    

2. Assignment 20%
* Short paper:  use one of critical approaches to analyze any text of your choice (fiction, poetry, or drama, film, and so on) and write a short paper (about 5 pages).  After midterm, you are required to turn in your topic (subject to be approved by the instructor) and your first draft on the 13th week.   The final paper should be printed and double-spaced.  
3. Mid-term exam: 30%: essay questions.
4. Final exam: 30%
* The exact format of the exams will be announced beforehand.
IV. Schedule:  
	Week
	Date
	Content
	Assignments

	1  


	9/11
	Introduction

	

	2
	9/18
	Theory before “theory”: liberal humanism, 
	

	3
	9/25
	Structuralism, pp. 39-60.
	

	4
	10/2
	Post-Structualism and Deconstruction

	

	5
	10/9
	Postmodernism, pp. 61-80 
	

	6
	10/16
	Deconstruction, pp. 61-80.
	

	7
	10/23
	Psychoanalytic criticism (1), pp. 96-120
	

	8
	10/30
	Psychoanalytic criticism (2)

* Film: Zizek. The Pervert's Guide to Cinema: Psychoanalysis and Film (2006)
* Review
	Start to choose your topic

	9
	11/6
	Mid-term
	

	10
	11/13
	Feminist criticism (1), pp. 121-138.
	

	11
	11/20
	Feminist criticism (2)
	

	12
	11/27
	Lesbian/gay criticism (1), pp. 139-155.
	

	13
	12/4
	Lesbian/gay criticism (2)
	First draft of your paper due

	14
	12/11
	Marxism criticism (1), pp. 156-171.
	

	15
	12/18
	Marxism criticism (2)
	

	16
	12/25
	New historicism and cultural materialism, pp. 172-191.
	Short paper due

	17
	1/1
	No class
	

	18
	1/8
	Final
	


* Pease read the assigned texts before the class section.
* The tentative schedule is subject to change.
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VI. Useful Websites
1. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory 
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/academic/engl/theory/index.html
2. Voice of the Shuttle -  http://vos.ucsb.edu/
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