Introduction to Cultural Studies
Course Syllabus

(Version 2)

Instructors: 
Mei-Mei Song
E-mail address:

122579@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office:
CL 508

office ext. 7034
Credit Hours: 2
Time: Mondays & Tuesdays at 01:10~03:00 p.m. 
Classroom: CL 503 (Mondays) & CL307 (Tuesdays)
Course Objectives:

This course aims to familiarize students with the development and core concepts of cultural studies, a newly developed interdisciplinary field. Through the course work, it also attempts to promote students’ critical thinking skills, particularly in cultural perspectives. Instruction also facilitates cultural examples from everyday life. 
Goals:

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Acquire basic concepts of cultural studies;

2. Apply the classroom knowledge in observing and criticizing culture in everyday life;

3. Improve English skills through activities in and outside the classroom.
Teaching Methods:


Lecture


Group discussion

Textbooks:

Adrian, B. (2003). Framing the bride: Globalizing beauty and romance in Taiwan’s bridal industry. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Sardar, Z, & Van Loon, B. (2005). Introducing cultural studies. Thriplow, Royston, U.K.: Icon.

During, S. (2005). Cultural studies: A critical introduction. London: Routledge.
Assessment:

	Attendance and Participation
	34%

	Quizzes
	36%

	Individual Paper
	30%


Schedule:

	Week
	Dates
	Contents
	Assignments

	1
	11/13 &14
	What is culture? What is cultural studies?
	

	2
	11/20 & 21
	Production and regulation
	

	3
	11/27 & 28
	Culture Industry—high culture/popular culture
	

	4 
	12/04 & 05
	Representation
	

	5
	12/11 & 12
	Consumption
	

	6
	12/18 & 19
	Globalization and cultural studies
	

	7
	12/25 & 26
	Feminism and cultural studies
	

	8
	01/01 & 02
	New Year Holidays
	

	9 
	01/08
	Media and cultural studies
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