Envisioning the Future
Course Syllabus

(Version 3)

Instructors: 
Mei-Mei Song
E-mail address:

122579@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office:
CL 508

office ext. 7034
Office Hours:


Mondays 10:00a.m.~3p.m.

Credit Hours: 2 credits
Time: Tuesday s at 10:10~12:00n. & Thursdays at 10:10~12:00n.
Classroom: CL 307 & CL303
Course Objectives:

This course utilizes background theory of Futures Studies to enable students to better understand the future as well as the society around them. Critical thematic issues concerning the future are also raised. 
Goals:

At the end of this course, students should be able to:

1. Have a general understanding about what futures studies is;

2. Develop a future-oriented thinking mode, have a better understanding of what might happen in their future, and how they can possibly adjust to it;

3. Develop keener observation toward the surrounding society, particularly on the thematic issues introduced in this class;

4. Enhance their independent and critical thinking skills, especially through reflections on social events and future developments.
Teaching Methods:


Lecture


Group discussion


Group Presentation
Peer evaluation

Textbooks:

Cornish, E. (2004). Futuring: The Exploration of the Future. Bethesda, M.D.: World Future Society.
Course Reader (extracts from a collection of readings)
Assessment:

	Attendance
	20%

	Participation
	20%

	Group Presentation
	30%

	Quizzes & Exercises
	25%

	Notes
	5%


Schedule:

	Week
	Dates
	Contents
	Presentation
	Assignments

	1
	09/12 &14
	Introduction—What is Futures Studies?
	
	

	2
	09/19 & 21
	Introduction—Time (Past, Present, and Future) and Trend
	
	

	3
	09/26 & 28
	Exploring the Future of Society
	
	

	4 
	10/03 & 05
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Population (Changing Structure of Population; Aging)
	
	

	5
	10/10
	National Holiday
	
	

	5
	10/12
	Speech by Joni Eu: Diamond from the Rough: Life and Career Choices
	
	

	6
	10/17
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Population (Changing Structure of Population; Aging)
	1
	

	6
	10/19
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Population (Mobility of Population; Race and Ethnicity)
	2
	

	7
	10/24
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Gender (Feminism)
	3
	

	7
	10/26
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Gender (Feminism)
	
	

	8
	10/31
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Gender (Gender Equality in Taiwan)
	6
	

	8
	11/02
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Gender (Gender Equality in Taiwan)
	
	

	9 
	11/07
	Thematic Issues of the Future: Futures of Education (Knowledge-based Economy)
	5
	

	9
	11/09
	Quarter break
	
	


Course Requirements:

1. Punctuality.

2. Active and full collaboration with team members in class discussions and group presentations.

3. All groups are required to fully communicate with the instructor in terms of the topic and general direction of the presentation.

4. All groups are required to submit the final version of their detailed outline one week before the presentation and to submit the complete contents of the presentation four days before the presentation. Late submissions will be disregarded.

5. All groups are required to submit a hardcopy report one week after the presentation, including the complete contents of the presentation and sources and references of the material. 
Group Discussion Summary
	Date:     /      / 2006
	

	Theme:

	Team Members Participating the Discussion:

	Name (Chinese)
	Name (English)
	ID
	Department

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Subject:

	Summary of Group Discussion: (200-300 words):

	



分組報告準備流程





前週星期五


11:59p.m.前











準備報告








課堂報告





整理資料





蒐集資料





蒐集資料





三週前





一週前








繳交報告大綱


(請email至教師信箱)





二週前








與教師討論確切的


報告主題與方向








與教師討論大致的


報告主題與方向








繳交報告完整內容


及PowerPoint檔


(請email至教師信箱)
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