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General overview

The course is designed for students who have never formally studied sociology and is therefore regarded as an introductory guide for beginners. This course will consider basic but firm grounding in concepts, perspectives and methods to the sociological study of phenomena in general - ranging from the ‘sociological imagination’(the ‘classic’ style of thinking), social facts, and social solidarity to social interaction, social structures, and the process of social change.
Two parts constitute the course.  In the first 4 weeks (Part I) we will be briefly looking at conceptual, historical and theoretical developments in sociology.  The introduction should give you an overall picture of the discipline, making you ready for the second part of the course.  In Part II, we will be examining selected issues by examples or case studies from the following themes, such as gender (classes, races and nations), social organisations, politics and economics, collective behaviour and social movements, and religions.  Discussions will pay attention to the dimension of globalization as well, which is regarded as one of the important issues in the discipline in recent years.
Aims and outcomes

1. Subject knowledge and understanding
By the end of the course students will have acquired an advanced understanding of:

(a)
the development of sociological concepts relating to social process and social structures 
(b)  the main theoretical issues in the sociological tradition  
(c)  the formal procedure of doing a social research

(d)  the emergence and the development of the issue about ‘globalisation’ vs. ‘localisation’ by examples (case studies). 
2. Cognitive skills
In the process of developing an advanced understanding of the substantive aspects of sociology, students will also acquire the ability to:
a)  evaluate competing perspectives on, and interpretations of, social process and social structures
b)  critical thinking of issues while examining concerned phenomena
Learning and teaching methods
The following selection of learning and teaching methods is designed to equip students with an advanced understanding of substantive knowledge and cognitive skills about sociology.  Students are required to prepare in advance for each week’s topic.

a)  a framework of 9 lectures that establish the course’s outer limits and internal logic

b)  6 weekly one-hour seminars for discussion of specific topics, including collaborative work in smaller groups
c)  7 weekly one-hour examinations

d)  1 formative, non-examined class essay.
Assessment methods 
A group project (30%)

7 weekly one-hour examinations (35%)

A short essay (1000 words) (35%)
a)  in the first week, students will be arranged into smaller groups for discussion in one-hour seminars from the third week to the eighth week. Each group is expected to submit a topic as their collaborative project in the second week. The assessment of group projects will be based on oral presentations of each group. 
a)  students on this course will be required to attend one-hour examination weekly from the second to the eighth week. Examination questions are designed to test students’ subject knowledge and understanding of the issues and concepts discussed in previous week.    
b)  students will be required to submit a short essay no more than 1000 words in the final week of the course.  Students can choose a topic that is interesting to them, but the argument is expected to be based on sociological thinking and methods.
In general, special attention while assessing the performance of students is given to:

1.     Knowledge and understanding of sociology
2.     Time management

3.     Collaborative study and discussion

4.     Writing skills

5.     Use of Library and IT resources.

Reading texts
a) students are required to purchase the following book as the course textbook:

Ferrante, J. (2006). Sociology: A Global Perspective (6th Edition). Belmont: Thomson Wadsworth.  

b) a few supplementary materials will be provided for discussion regarding specific topics, which will be given to students in advance (one or two weeks before each specific session).  
Additional texts

a) A few back up texts are recommended: 

Berger, P. (1963). Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective. New York: Anchor Books. 
Giddens, A. (1990). The Consequences of Modernity. Cambridge, Polity Press.

Mills, C. Wright. (1967). The Sociological Imagination. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
b) for those who would like to get familiar with the development and the context of Taiwanese society in terms of sociology, the following textbook is recommended: 
瞿海源、王振寰（編）（2003），《社會學與台灣社會》（第二版），台北：巨流圖書公司。
c) it would be helpful to get a sociology dictionary in order to strengthen your understanding of concepts and to help you generally. However, keep in mind that dictionary entries are just understandings of whatever sociologists wrote them; they are useful when you are confused with terms and would like to get a conceptual clarification.  It is also possible for students to get interpretations of sociological terms by online resources. But the following items are recommended if you are interested in getting a dictionary on your bookshelf:

Abercrombie, N., B. Turner, et al. (2002). The Penguin Dictionary of Sociology (4th Edition).  Penguin Books Ltd.   
Scott, J., G. Marshall, et al. (2005). The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Sociology(3rd Edition).  Oxford University Press.
The Course at a Glance
Week 

	Part I

	1
	Introduction
What is sociology? is it just a common sense? 

What do sociologists study? 
What is the sociological imagination? how does it work for you?

	2
	Establishing sociology
Brief historical development of sociology

Perspectives and methods of social research

	3
	Culture and related concepts
Definition and aspects of culture 

Elements of culture 

Other concepts, cultural relativism, sub cultures, ethnocentrism, cultural lag

	4
	Socialization and personality
Role and status 

Socialization 

Culture and personality

	Part II

	5
	Selected issues I

Deviance and social control: definition and types of deviance; formal and informal methods of social control
The case of China

	6
	Selected issues II

Collective behaviour and social movements 

The case of the New Age Movement in Taiwan

	7
	Selected issues III
Gender: definition and social construct

	8
	Selected issues IV
Living in a global society?

Homogenization and difference; cultural imperialism? 

	9
	Review of the course


PAGE  
I

