Course Title: Language, Culture, and Cognition
Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh (Sue) Hu

Time: First quarter, 2006
Contact Details: E-mail--sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw; Mobile--0930101095

Course Description: We will first explore the relationship between language and culture, whereby our culture influences our language use and vice versa. Next, we shall examine how historical/social and cultural developments have impacted on our language system, and in what way such a system in turn has influenced our culture. Finally, we will find out why such a relationship is possible by digging deeper into the nature of language, which springs out of our cognitive system. Thus, understanding the close link between language and cognition is vital to the whole question of why humans have language, and why it is a social as well as a cognitive product. In order to unveil answers to this question, students will be asked to draw from one’s own experience initially and then learn to confirm or challenge it by conducting research and field work. In short, this course will not only provide a sound theoretical background to our subject matter, ie, language, culture, and cognition, but also some very practical exercises in applying what we have learned in class to our use of language in daily communication. 
Course Objectives: This course aims to raise the awareness of the students that human language system and use are intricately embedded in social and cultural contexts. Students will realize that to be a competent speaker of a language is more than knowing its vocabulary and grammatical system. They will be thus trained to acquire cultural competence as well linguistic competence in meaning ways.
Course Materials: There will be no set textbook, but materials from various sources. Apart from chapters from books, clips of movies or teaching CD Rom will be used in class. 

Course Evaluation: Class Participation: 20 per-cent; Class Presentation and Discussion: 30 per-cent; Field Work: 30 per-cent; Quizzes: 20 per-cent.

Schedule: Week 1: Bridging with the past—rethinking what culture is and the nature of language; goal-setting.



Week 2: The challenge of Intercultural Communication—Interaction in a diverse world (Samovar & Porter: Chapter 1/2)


Week 3: The influence of culture of our communication (Samovar & Porter: Chapter 3; Gudykunst & Young: Chapter 3)


Week 4: Intercultural communication or Pragmatics—a linguistic point of view (Fromkin, Rodman & Hyams: Pp 207-222). 



Week 5: Pragmatics—film clips to look at various conversational styles



Week 6: Pragmatics—different lecture style



Week 7: Language and Cognition (Dai & Liang, Chapter 4). 


Week 8: Different cognitive processes and their exemplification in language (Kaplan)


Week 9: Conclusion
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