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Fall 2006

The Lord of the Rings: Tolkien’s Middle-earth Mythology
Fri Noon-2:00
T 212

Stella Guo

E-mail: onuhtan@mail.tku.edu.tw

FL 202
Office phone: x2054; English Department: x2343 (leave message)

Office Hours: 4 – 8 pm Wednesdays and by appointment

TEXTS AND REFERENCES:
1. Tolkien, J. R. R. The Lord of the Rings Parts 1-3: The Fellowship of the Ring; The Two Towers; The Return of the King. 1954-55.  New York: HarperCollins, 1999.
2. Tolkien, J.R.R.  “On Fairy-Stories” Tree and Leaf.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1988.  9-74.
3. Further readings on reserve at TKU library

For MLA guidelines or other style manuals, see
· The Owl at Purdue
· Online! Citation Styles
· Citation Formats at Lesley University Libraries
Schedule
	Wk
	Date
	Readings and Assignments

	1
	9/15
	Introduction; team and email list

	2
	9/22
	The Fellowship of the Ring, Bk I, Chaps 1-6

	3
	9/29
	The Fellowship of the Ring, Bk I, Chaps 7-12

	4
	10/6
	No class 

	5
	10/13
	The Fellowship of the Ring, Bk II, Chaps 1-10

	6
	10/20
	The Two Towers, Bk III, Chaps 1-6

	7
	10/27
	The Two Towers, Bk III, Chaps 7-11

	8
	11/3
	The Two Towers, Bk IV, Chaps 1-5

	9
	11/10
	The Two Towers, Bk IV, Chaps 6-10

Research Proposal with annotated bibliography due

	10
	11/13-17
	Week of Midterm

	11
	11/24
	The Return of the King, Bk V, Chaps 1-10

	12
	12/1
	The Return of the King, Bk VI, Chaps 1-9

	13
	12/8
	Research conferences 

Revision workshop
First draft of final research write-up due

	14
	12/15
	Team Multi-Media Presentations (NO ABSENCE)

	15
	12/22
	Team Multi-Media Presentations (NO ABSENCE)

	16
	12/29
	Team Multi-Media Presentations (NO ABSENCE)

Final Portfolio due

	17
	1/3
	Final Exams: All High-Pass!


GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS:
· Grades will be determined as follows:

10% class participation, group work, revision workshop, etc.
30% midterm
60% term project (20% research proposal with annotated bibliography, 20% team multi-media presentation, and 20% final research write-up)

· For the term project, select 2 LOTR chapters, use at least 2 supporting materials, and make a focused and coherent argument of 4 ½ -6 pages in relation to these chapters.  Discussion of Chinese translation(s), film adaptation, or a team creative rendition of the selected chapters may also be considered for the term project.

· See attachment for format of the research proposal and annotated bibliography.

· All written assignments must be original critical pieces, word-processed, double-spaced, properly margined at top, bottom, and sides, and are indeed due on the dates assigned--at the beginning of class.  Intentional academic dishonesty will result in a grade of “0" on the assignments.  Late papers will be marked down: 2 points off for every class session's delay.  You can always arrange to turn in the assignments early.  You must complete all assignments to receive course credit.  
· Use MLA or style manual of your discipline for documentation specifics. 

· Yes, attendance is essential. 
The Lord of the Rings and Tolkien’s Middle-earth Mythology: 

Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography
Due Friday 11/10/2006
Team # 

Names of the team members:

Professor Guo

Course Title

Date:

I.  Topic and Main Argument
In 25 or less words, write about the topic your team research project addresses (including words like “how,” “why,” “what,” and “whether” in your statement(s): the research project focuses on/talks about/discusses/examines how/why/what/whether . . ..):
II.  Key Words

III.  Outline and Development of the Main Argument
Outline the argument according to the key words/ideas in a logical sequence:
A. (Opening)


a.


b.

B. (Body)


a.


b.


c.

C. (Conclusion)

IV.  Annotated Bibliography: List and provide annotation to 2 or more supporting materials.  Follow MLA guidelines or style manual of your discipline for documentation:

Flieger, Verlyn.  “Frodo’s Dreams.”  A Question of Time: J. R. R. Tolkien’s Road to Faerie.  Kent, Ohio: Kent State UP, 1997.  175-89.  Verlyn Flieger finds that descriptions of Frodo’s dreams went through repeated revision by Tolkien and they function distinctively from other characters’ dreams.  Merry’s and Pippin’s dreams, for instance, are often vague, short, and readily related to the immediate experiences in reality.  Frodo’s dreams, in addition to their vividness and length, do not seem to relate to his past or present experiences.  Only till the end of the story is revealed that his dreams are intentionally arranged by Tolkien to show Frodo’s hidden power of clairvoyance.  It allows not only Frodo but also the reader to travel unconsciously in time without the geographic and spatial limitation in reality.

V.  Preliminary Title of the Term Project
The Lord of the Rings and “On Fairy-Stories”: Team Information*

Fall 2006

Group ________

Area of Term Project: 

Translation______; Textual Analysis________; 

Film Criticism________; Visual and Performative_________

	Name (Chinese and English)
	Student ID Number**
	Email
	Phone
	My area of translation responsibilities

(Page numbers)
	My area of term project and other responsibilities

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


* Respond by noon Monday, September 18, 2006. onuhtan@mail.tku.edu.tw
**In sequence please.
