Dr. Reinhard Duessel

Historical Background of Current Events

Summer 2005

Invitation

· Students from all colleges and departments are cordially invited

· The more diverse the background of participants, the more interesting our discussions will be. Students from the business or economics departments may help us to understand the economic side of events; engineers may help us to understand technical matters.

· Our working language will be English. 

· Students from other foreign language departments will be encouraged to use sources in languages other than English. This will allow us to see how events are covered, emphasized and narrated in different languages and cultures.

Purpose

· We will try to follow major events as they are happening from week to week.

· We will try to see how these events are developing into stories and how these stories are being told by different sources.

· We will try to put these stories into their historical contexts.

· We will try to learn how we can do research within a limited time frame.

Procedure

· We will begin each class with a survey of major events

· We will try to find out what we do not understand

· We will try to learn how we can research these issues on the spot.

· We will decide what has to be researched in more detail.

· Research assignments to be completed until the following week will be given to groups or individual students.

Sources

· Any useful source you can possibly find in any language you can understand. 

· To keep focus, we may decide at the beginning of the course which particular source we are using together (possibly BBC News on the web or the Guardian).

Requirements

· Active and regular participation in class 1/3

· Oral presentation as midterm exam 1/3

· Written final exam 1/3

