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Book II
FR’OM CHAPTER XI.® THE REMAINDER OF ANNO 1620
[THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT]

I shall a little return back, and begin with a combination”™ made by them
before they came ashore; being the first foundation of their government in
this place. Occasioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches
that some of the strangers® amongst them had let fall from them in the ship:
That when they came ashore they would use their own liberty, for none had
power to command them, the patent they had being for Virginia and not for
New England, which belonged to another government, with which the Vir-
ginia Company had nothing to do. And partly that such an act by them done,
this their condition considered, might be as firm as any patent,” and in some
respects more sure. The form was as followeth:

In THE NamE ofF Gop, AMEN.

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign
Lord King James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Irelund
King, Defender of the Faith, etc.

Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement of the Chris-
tian Faith and Honor of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First
Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and
mutually in the presence of God and one of another, Covenant and Combine
ourselves together into a Civil Body Politic, for our better ordering and pres-
ervation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact,
constitute and frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Consti-
tutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we promise all
due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder sub-
scribed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of November, in the year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini' 1620.

[THE STARVING TIME]

But that which was most sad and lamentable was, that in two or three
months’ time half of their company died, especially in January and February,
being the depth of winter, and wanting houses and other comforts; being
infected with the scurvy and other diseases which this long voyage and their
inaccommodate condition had brought upon them. So as there died some
times two or three of a day in the foresaid time, that of 100 and odd persons,
scarce fifty remained. And of these, in the time of most distress, there was
but six or seven persons who to their great commendations, be it spoken,
spared no pains night nor day, but with abundance of toil and hazard of their
own health, fetched them wood, made them fires, dressed them meat, made
their beds, washed their loathsome clothes, clothed and unclothed them. In
a word, did all the homely® and necessary offices for them which dainty and
queasy stomachs cannot endure to hear named; and all this willingly and
cheerfully, without any grudging in the least, showing herein their true love
unto their friends and brethren; a rare example and worthy to be remem-
bered. Two of these seven were Mr. William Brewster, their reverend Elder,
and Myles Standish, their Captain and military commander, unto whom
myself and many others were much beholden in our low and sick condition.
And yet the Lord so upheld these persons as in this general calamity they
were not at all infected either with sickness or lameness. And what | have
said of these | may say of many others who died in this general visitation,
and others yet living; that whilst they had health, yea, or any strength con-
tinuing, they were not wanting® to any that had need of them. And I doubt
not but their recompense is with the Lord.

FROM CHAPTER Xil. ANNO 1621
[FIRST THANKSGIVING]

They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their
houses and dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in health and
strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed
in affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and
other fish, of which they took good store, of which every family had their
portion. All the summer there was no want;* and now began to come in store
of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when they
came first (but afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there
was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison,
etc. Besides they had about a peck a meal a week to a person, or now since
harvest, Indian corn to that proportion. Which made many afterwards write
so largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not
feigned but true reports.

FROM CHAPTER XXIII." ANNO DOM: 1632
" [PROSPERITY BRINGS DISPERSAL OF POPULATION]

Also the people of the Plantation began to grow in their outward estates,
by reason of the flowing of many people into the country, especially into the
Bay of the Massachusetts. By which means corn and cattle rose to a great
price, by which many were much enriched and commodities grew plentiful.
And yet in other regards this benefit turned to their hurt, and this accession
of strength to their weakness. For now as their stocks increased and the
increase vendible,' there was no longer any holding them together, but now
they must of necessity go to their great lots. They could not otherwise keep
their cattle, and having oxen grown they must have land for plowing and
tillage. And no man now thought he could live except he had cattle and a
great deal of ground to keep them, all striving to increase their stocks. By
which means they were scattered all over the Bay quickly and the town in
which they lived compactly till now was left very thin and in a short time
almost desolate.

And if this had been all, it had been less, though too much; but the church
must also be divided, and those that had lived so long together in Christian
and comfortable fellowship must now part and suffer many divisions. First,
those that lived on their lots on the other side of the Bay, called Duxbury,
they could not long bring their wives and children to the public worship and
church meetings here, but with such burthen as, growing to some competent
number, they sued to be dismissed and become a body of themselves. And
so they were dismissed about this time, though very unwillingly.

John Winthrop (1588-1649)
A Model of Christian Charity!
1
A MODEL HEREOF

God Almighty in His most holy and wise providence, hath so disposed of
the condition of mankind, as in all times some must be rich, some poor,
some high and eminent in power and dignity; others mean and in subjection.

THE REASON HEREOF

First, to hold conformity with the rest of His works, being delighted to
show forth the glory of His wisdom in the variety and difference of the crea-
tures; and the glory of His power, in ordering all these ditferences for the
preservation and good of the whole; and the glory of His greatness, that as
it is the glory of princes to have many officers, so this great King will have
many stewards, counting Himself more honored in dispensing His gifts to
man by man, than if He did it by His own immediate hands. [...]

s Selasor ool il el ittt NS, 1. S
There are two rules whereby we are to walk one towards another: justice

and mercy. These are always distinguished in their act and in their object,
yet may they both concur in the same subject in each respect; as sometimes
there may be an occasion of showing mercy to a rich man in some sudden
danger of distress, and also doing of mere justice to a poor man in regard of
some particular contract, etc. [...]
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There is likewise a double law by which we are regulated in our conver-
sation one towards another in both the former respects: the law of nature
and the law of grace, or the moral law or the law of the Gospel, to omit the
rule of justice as not properly belonging to this purpose otherwise than it
may fall into consideration in some particular cases. By the first of these laws
man as he was enabled so withal [is] commanded to love his neighbor as
himself.* Upon this ground stands all the precepts of the moral law, which
concerns our dealings with men. To apply this to the works of mercy, this
law requires two things: first, that every man afford his help to another in
every want or distress; secondly, that he performed this out of the same
affection which makes him careful of his ewn goods, according to that of
our Savior. Matthew: “Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you."
This was practiced by Abraham and Lot in entertaining the Angels and the
old man of Gibeah.*

The law of grace or the Gospel hath some difference from the former, as
in these respects: First, the law of nature was given to man in the estate of
innocency; this of the Gospel in the estate of regeneracy.” Secondly, the
former propounds one man to another, as the same flesh and image of God;
this as a brother in Christ also, and in the communion of the same spirit and
so teacheth us to put a difference between Christians and others. Do good
to all, especially to the household of faith: Upon this ground the Israelites
were to put a difference between the brethren of such as were strangers
though not of Canaanites. Thirdly, the law of nature could give no rules for
dealing with enemies, for all are to be considered as friends in the state of
innocency, but the Gospel commands love to an enemy. Proof. If thine
Enemy hunger, feed him; Love your Enemics, do good to them that hate

you. Matthew: 5.44. N
In Judges 19.16-21, an old citizen of

5. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for
this is the law of the prophets” (Matthew 7.12).
6. Abraham entertains the angels in Genesis 18:
“And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of
Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of
the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked. and,
lo. three men stood by him: and when he saw them,
he ran to meet them" (Genesis 18.1-2). Lot was
Abraham's nephew, and he escaped the destruc-
tion of the city of Sodom because he defended two
angels who were his guests from a mob (Genesis
19.1-14).

Gibeah offered shelter to a traveling priest or

Levite and defended him from enemies from a

neighboring city.

7. Humanity Tost its natural innocence when
Adam and Eve fell: that state is called unregener-
ate. When Christ came to ransom h kind for

Adam and Eve’s sin, he offered salvation for those
who believed in him and who thus became regen- |
erate, or saved.

8. People who lived in Canaan, the Land of Prom-
ise for the Israelites.
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