Tentative Syllabus for Environment and the Literature

First Semester, 2006 Academic Year

 

Textbooks: Garrad, Ecocriticism
Objctive: to familiarize students with basic concepts of ecology, their relation with works of literature, and ways to protect our environment        

 

Articles to be covered for each week

Week 1:Film: Trees; Wallace Stevens, “The Snow Man” (handout)

Week 2: Leopold’s “Thinking Like a Mountain,” 
Week 3: Film: Nimo to be discussed with “Authentic living and instrumental values” : “To let things be” in (a)  “Heideggerian Ecophilosophy “ as discussed by Greg Garrard in Ecocriticism (30-32)
Week 4: Pastoral in Ecocriticism
Week 5: “ Romantic Pastoral” from Ecocriticism (39--); Wordsworth’s “Michael”; Discussing what pastoral kitsch means.

Week 6: “Wilderness” in Ecocriticism (59-  ); Gary Snyder, “The marriage of the Bear and the Woman” in The Practice of the Wild: Discuss the “primal mind”. Discuss the Confucian Story,  “Harsh Politics Is Worse than Tigers” 

Week 7: On Sublime in Ecocriticism (63-68); Film Yosemite; Erocriticise the landscape. Rexroth’s “Incarnation” in Literature and the Environment, 167-158. 

Week 8: The Ecological implications of Confucian anthropocosmic worldview (Confucianism and Ecology, 16-19) If possible, watch the film Witness and discuss the parochialism in the rural community filmed.

Week 9: “Dwelling” in Ecocriticism
Week 10: “Dwelling” in Ecocriticism

Week 11: “Dwelling” in Ecocriticism (108-135) 
Week 13: Shelley’s “Ode to the West Wind”; Wilderness in Ecocriticism
Week 14: Wilderness in Ecocriticism
Weeks 15: Wilderness in Ecocriticism
Week 16: The role of man, order and chaos:  Hsun Tzu’s attitude toward Wilderness (Confucianism and Ecology, 70-71)

 

Final Examination

Participation and attendance 20%; Mid-term 20%; Final 40%; Term paper 20%
