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Syllabus – Junior English Composition
____________________________

· Course Objective -
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The major purpose of Junior English Composition is to help you become a more competent and confident communicators in English writing by training your proficiency in the essential writing skills for practical applications in your future career or studies. Close attention will also be directed to the productive uses of advanced writing tools and related online resources with the hope to expand the one-year course into a sustainable pursuit for ongoing perfection of your English writing ability.
· Course Description -
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The course adopts an interactive approach to language learning by providing you with plenty of chances for guided practice and review in writing and editing. Major class activities include: (1). Frequent writing in varied forms (letter, response paper, press release, résumé, study plan, autobiography, memorandum, etc.). culminating in three to four revised papers each semester. (2). Constant review of grammar and rhetorical issues to help you identify and rectify dysfunctions in your writing. 
Please be noted that the assigned textbook The Writer’s Response (an excellent choice for those serious about improving their English writing ability) will NOT be used in this class. Instead, relevant handouts will be prepared by the instructor and distributed in class prior to the lessons begin. Moreover, Junior English Composition will be divided into plenary sessions for lectures and class activities and review meetings for detailed revision of your works. Plenary sessions will be scheduled up to the mid-term week while review meetings take up the remaining classes. Please check the Course Schedule for details.
· Course Requirements -
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Junior English Composition will be taught with the basic assumption that you are here with a strong desire to improve your English writing ability. The major course requirement is therefore for you to constantly demonstrate that desire through your class participation and writing assignments. There will be neither mid-term exam while the final will take the form of a review session. IMPORTANT NOTES: (1). All required assignments should be typed, not hand-written. (2). Guidelines for writing each assignment will be clearly introduced in class. Assignments that fail to observe the guidelines will therefore receive NO grade. (3). You are required to e-mail all writing assignments to the instructor one week prior to your scheduled review meeting. Assignments reach the instructor on the day of the meeting will be graded but not reviewed. (4). Assignments turned in after the scheduled review meeting will receive NO grade. 
· Course Schedule -

September 15
Course Introduction

September 22
Plenary Session: Definition of Good Writing in English & Writing Situation/Process

September 29
Plenary Session: Announcement of 1st Writing Assignment – Response Paper

October 6
Day Off (Moon Festival)


October 13
Plenary Session: Announcement of 2nd & 3rd Writing Assignment – Study Plan & Press Release

October 20
Plenary Session: Online Writing Resources & Using English-English Dictionary (Why & How)

October 27
Plenary Session: Bingo Game: Grammatical & Rhetorical Issues

November 3
Plenary Session: Sample Essay Revision: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing

November 10
Plenary Session: Further Review on Typical Problem Areas in English Writing

November 17
Mid-Term Exam

November 24
1st Review Meeting

December 1
2nd Review Meeting

December 8
3rd Review Meeting

December 15 
4th Review Meeting

December 22
5th Review Meeting 


December 29
6th Review Meeting

January 5
7th Review Meeting (End of Semester)
· Grading Criteria & Course Instructor -
Class Participation: 40%

Writing Assignments & Exercises: 60%
Your course instructor is Chien-Ta (Bob) Hsu. Who can be reached at: Tel/Fax: (02) 2368-4299 and E-mail: atatsu@seed.net.tw[image: image5.wmf]
