English Literature I (Part I)

Fall, 2006

Professor Alex Tu

Course objectives

This course explores British literature from Middle Ages to Renaissance (i.e., from early Renaissance to pre-Romantic era). For the first semester, we will start with Beowulf in the Anglo-Saxon period and end with Shakespeare’s comedy Twelfth Night. For the second semester, we will move away to Shakespeare’s other works and other essential works of the Renaissance period. Throughout this survey course, we will consider the specifically literary aspects related to or raised by these works (i.e., literary language, genres, poetic devices, and narrative structures).
Requirements

Texts: The Norton Anthology to English Literature, 7th Edition. Vol. I (New York, Norton Publishing.) ; 
Additional materials may be announced and made available later in classes.

Grade breakdown: Completion of assigned reading is a must for this course. The grade breakdown goes as follows:

Attendance/participation/assignments            15% 

Midterm exam                                                35%                

Final exam                                                      50%                        

Attendance: Two absences is the maximum you can miss for any reason, excused or unexcused. Failure to participate in classroom discussions and habitual tardiness may affect your participation grade. 

Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism are offences which are required to be reported to the University. The MLA Handbook is the standard reference guide for literary scholarship.

Reading assignments will include selections from:

Beowulf

The Canterbury Tales (Chaucer)
Morte Darthur (Sir Thomas Malory)

Everyman

Utopia (More)

Amoretti (Spenser)

Twelfth Night (Shakespeare)

