English Literature I 

Fall 2006

Instructor: Dr. Robin Chen-hsing Tsai 
Course Objective: To impart a familiarity with English Literature ranging from Beowulf, through the Middle English, including Chaucer, to the writers of the 18th century with a special focus on major British authors, especially their poetic works. 

2 Textbooks: 1. Norton Anthology of English Literature (2006, newly edited with 

color illustrations) 
         2. The Q & A Guide to English & American Literature (Taipei: 

Bookman, 2006)

Grading: Mid-term 40%, final 60%

1.
Introduction 

2. 
The Q&A 1-10; Judith; Beowulf 
3. 
Beowulf; [film] Le Roman de Tristan [Report #1: Tristran and Ysolt] 
4. 
The Canterbury Tales; The Q&A 13-22 
5. 
The Canterbury Tales [Report #2: The Wife of Bath]
6. 
Everyman; Piers the Plowman 
7. 
Piers the Plowman
8.   [Film] Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  [Report #3: The Meanings of the 

Shield: Achilles’ Shield] 
9.   Midterm
10.  [Film] The Death of King Arthur and related literatures [Report #4: The Life and 

Death of King Arthur] 
11. 
 [Film] Doctor Faustus 
12.  Doctor Faustus 
13.  More, Utopia [Report #5] 
14.  [Film] The English Bible; The Q&A 23-50
15.  On Sonnets (1): Shakespeare [Report #6: Petrarch and the English Sonnets]
16.  On Sonnets (2): Sir Philip Sidney and Edmund Spenser 
17.  History of England 
18.  Final Exam 
