
Teacher: Prof. Yang Chenkuei (FL726 ext. 2957)

Time: Mon. 12:10 – 14:00 Room: T308 1A



Thu.. 10:10-- 12:00 Room: T308 1J
Syllabus for Conversation (I) 
Fall Semester 2006

Course objectives: 


This course is intended and designed to build up students’ ability to communicate in English with a focus on fluency and articulation and to acquaint students with useful expressions in daily conversation.  

Course description and requirements:


The course provides ample opportunities for students to speak so that they could gradually get over the fear of using the language in daily conversation with their friends. They should also keep in mind that since they are English majors, it is their duty and inevitable goal to master the language.

During class hours each week students will be divided into several groups to discuss various topics.  They are advised to get familiar with relevant keywords and expressions for each topic before they come to class because they will need them to actively participate in group discussion.  Students also need to set aside a short period of time every day to practice speaking English with their partners.  They can improve their speaking ability greatly through peer imitation and correction. Remember: Practice makes perfect.

Required textbook:

New Interchange: English for International Communication 2. 3rd edition. Jack C. Richards with Jonathan Hull and Susan Proctor. (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2005)

Course Calendar:

Date
  Week

Description (Tentative topic to be discussed)

9/11, 14
   1

Orientation and Self-introduction

9/18, 21
   2

A Time to Remember 
9/25, 28
   3

Caught in the Rush 
10/2, 5
   4

Time for a Change!
10/9,12
   5

Show and Tell
10/16,19
   6

I’ve Never Heard of That!

10/23, 26
   7

Role play and storytelling
10/30, 11/2
    8

OK. No Problem! 


11/6, 9
    9

What’s this for?
11/13, 16 
   10

Mid-term week
11/20, 23            11

Let’s Celebrate!

11/27, 30
   12

Back to the Future

12/4, 7
   13

Role play and storytelling

12/11, 14
   14

I Don’t Like Working on Weekends!

12/18, 21
   15

Impromptu speech practice

12/25, 28
   16 

It’s Really Worth Seeing!
1/1, 4
   17 

No class meeting on 1/2

1/8, 11
   18

Final exam week
Evaluation:

Participation and performance in class 50%
Mid-term and final exams 50%


Note: 

1. Students are advised to meet outside class to practice their oral skill as often as possible.

2. Use of pagers or cell phones is not allowed in class. Students should turn them off before entering classroom.
3. Any student with more than five absences will be automatically suspended from the final exam. (Each absence will cost the absentee two points in the final grade.)
