I-Fen Wu                                       Tuesday: 8:00-10:00 E304

Department of English                             Thursday: 3:00-4:00 L212

Introduction to Literature
Autumn 2006

This course is to introduce some basic but wonderful readings of western literature. Students are encouraged to read a wide range of selective reading materials, through which to learn different perspectives of literature study and writings. The first semester will focus upon fiction, and later, drama and poetry will be picked up in second semester. This one-year course does not ambitiously aim to train first year students to become critics of literature but to enjoy the process of reading, hoping to ignite their potential interest, and perhaps passion, about literature.

 Week 1. Sep 12: Orientation/ Fable, Parable and Tales

Sep 14: Fable, Parable and Tales— Grimms (Tales)—Godfather Death

Week 2. Sep 19: John Updike (Short Story)—A & P

Sep 21: John Updike (Short Story)—A & P

Week 3. Sep 26: William Faulkner (Point of view)—A Rose for Emily
Sep 28: William Faulkner (Point of view)—A Rose for Emily

1Week 4. Oct 3: Alice Walker (Character)—Everyday Use
Oct 5: Alice Walker (Character)—seminar discussion 1, 8
Week 5. Oct 10: National holiday

       Oct 12: Review
2 Week 6:  Oct 17: Amy Tam (Setting)—A Pair of Tickets
Oct 19: seminar discussion 2, 9

3 Week 7:  Oct 24: Ha Jin (Tone and Style)—Saboteur
        Oct 26: seminar discussion 3, 6

4 Week 8:  Nov 31: Stephen Crane (Theme)—The Open Boat 
        Nov 2: seminar discussion 4, 7

5 Week 9:  Oct 7: John Steinbeck (Symbol)—The Chrysanthemums
Nov 9: seminar discussion 5, 10
Week 10: (Nov 13- 18) mid-term exam
Week 11: Nov 21/23: Film/extra reading

6 Week 12: Nov 28: Flannery O’Connor—A Good Man is Hard to Find
      Nov 30: seminar discussion 6, 2

7 Week 13: Dec 5: Kazuo Ishiguro—A Family Supper
      Dec 7: seminar discussion 7, 4

8 Week 14: Dec 12: Charlotte Perkins Gilman—The Yellow Wallpaper
      Dec 14: seminar discussion 8, 5

9 Week 15: Dec 19: Katherine Mansfield—Miss Brill
      Dec 21:seminar discussion 9, 1

10 Week 16: Dec 26: James Joyce—Araby
       Dec 28: seminar discussion 10, 3

Week 17 Jan 2: National Holiday
Week 17: (Jan 3-9) final exam
Textbook: Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, eds., X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia, (Pearson Longman, 2005).

Extra Readings: There are a couple of listening texts chosen from the fifth floor of library. Four stories will be listed to complete in this semester, two for each exam, aiming to help you, apart from sharpening your listening comprehension, get to know literature study.  

Assessment: 
Equally important to mid-term and final exams, class discussion and participation are especially encouraged (class participation, presentation, and seminar discussion 40%, mid-term and final exam 30% each). Each study group will be expected to do one presentation and prepare two seminar discussions each semester. Each absence will cost you five points off from your final grade, if you skip more than three classes during the semester. Those who miss classes more than five times a semester will not be allowed to take final exam.

