Reinhard Düßel
GERMAN CULTURAL HISTORY

1. Objectives:
· The course will try to provide a general understanding of major issues in German cultural history within the context of European cultural history.

2. Procedure

· Presentation and discussion of material in class. 
· We will try to find a way of arranging regular discussions in small groups outside of class at least once a week.
3. Content (first term)
Part I: Introduction and overview

· Athens, Rome, Jerusalem

· Constantinople, Baghdad, Toledo

· Merowingians, Carolingians, Charles the Great

· Major phases of German cultural history (overview)

Part II: Middle Ages

· Philosophy and theology

· Architecture

· Literature

Part III: Renaissance (focus on painting)

· Italy

· Germany
Midterm Exam (written)

Part IV: Reformation and after

· The European context

· Luther

· Counter-Reformation
Part IV: Baroque

· Baroque architecture in Germany

· Literature

Part V: Enlightenment

· The European context

· Leibniz

· Kant

Final exam (oral)

4. Teaching material:
We will use the internet as our textbook. Selected links will be provided for each class. Independent research is highly encouraged.

5. Requirements

· Oral presentation in class, 
· written midterm exam, and
· oral final exam each 1/3 of the total grade.

