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Syllabus: Freshperson English
_________________________________________
· Course Objective

The objective of Freshperson English (2nd Semester 2005) incorporates both “learning to read” and “reading to learn.” The course is accordingly designed to: 1. Enable you to identify and acquire the reading skills needed to help them become efficient and high-comprehension readers of texts written in English; and 2. Engage you in a dynamic learning environment so as to help you become a more independent reader and more critical thinker. More specifically, lectures and assignments of the course are planned around the following goals: 
I.
to work with you in expanding your vocabulary and strengthening your word power by learning effective vocabulary-building strategies (notably: how to decipher context clues, use an English-English dictionary, , analyze word structure, trace word origins, and understand prefixes and suffixes); 
II.
to improve your literal as well as critical comprehension by developing and applying essential reading skills (such as pre-reading and predicting, locating main ideas, and identifying supporting details);  
III.
to help you deal with your problem areas in English reading (such as grammar, vocabulary, essay structure, summary, and concentration);

IV.
to urge you to approach reading as a thinking process and to define yourself not as a passive reader but an active critical thinker.
V.
to encourage you to develop a habit of clear, logical thinking and reading in English for pleasure.

Close attention will also be directed to the productive uses of English learning tools and related online resources with the hope to expand the two-semester course into a sustainable pursuit for ongoing perfection of your English reading ability. Basic computer literacy, especially in the field of internet surfing, is required since throughout the semester you will be given various assignments aiming at cultivating your independence in online research and making internet an integral part of your college studies.
· Course Description

The course adopts an interactive approach to language learning by providing you with ample opportunities to interact with texts that serve as the touchstones for practicing your reading skills. Major course activities include: 1. Intensive Guided Reading to explore a wide spectrum of issues (culture, education, entertainment, travel, etc.); 2. Regular Comprehension and Vocabulary Tests to monitor your progress and reinforce your learning; and 3. Periodic Expansion Activities to motivate you to gather information for diverse learning tasks, process, edit, and draw conclusions from the information, thereby replicating the actual reading/learning process. Freshperson English this semester will rotate between two major types of reading: Academic and Critical. Each Academic Reading session covers three weeks (Guided Reading, In-Class Quiz, and Individual Presentation) while Critical Reading spans two weeks (Guided Reading and In-Depth Analysis). 
· Course Requirements

The instructor teaches Freshperson English with the underlying assumption that you take the course not because you are required to but because you have a strong desire to build up a solid foundation in English reading. The most crucial course requirement is therefore for you to constantly demonstrate that desire to the instructor through class participation, presentations and assignments. The course relies to a great extent on your class participation that will be closely monitored through a series of exercises and discussions. Although there will be neither mid-term nor final exam, a heavy load of in-class and take-home assignments plus a course project can be expected.
In addition to the above course introduction, please read through the following important notes: 

I.
The instructor will do his best to create a relaxed and friendly learning ambience to facilitate students’ class participation which is a must for this course. However, any failure to answer questions and take part in class discussions when asked to do so by the instructor will seriously jeopardize your grade.
II.
Attendance is highly important in a reading class where the effect is cumulative, and where a number of class activities and readings cannot be made up. Attendance at all classes is therefore expected. Moreover, as you’ll soon find out in the Course Schedule, Freshperson English this semester includes regular in-class quizzes. And several pop-up exercises have been planned (one, for example, is prepared for the opening week). Therefore, in terms of attendance, the best your instructor can advise is this: Skip the class at your own risk.
III.
All required assignments should be duly submitted since those handed in late will be penalized in grading. Please make sure you have turned in all the required assignments by the end of semester because: Miss one single assignment, and you fail Freshperson English.
· Grading Criteria (Tentative)
In-Class Quiz for Academic Reading: 30%
Response Paper for Critical Reading: 30%
Individual/Group Presentation for Expansion Activities: 20%

Course Projects & Self-Evaluation: 20%

· Course Instructor

Your course instructor is Chien-Ta (Bob) Hsu, a part-time teacher with no office on campus to maintain fixed office hours. However, when for whatever reason you feel the need to talk to him, he can be reached by telephone (also fax) at (02) 2368-4299 or e-mail at atatsu@seed.net.tw. 

· Course Schedule
1 February 20 (Monday) 
Course Introduction
2 February 24 (Friday)
Academic Reading - Chocolate: History and Myth – Part I

Pre-reading Activities: Inquiries and Predicting 

Guided Reading

3 February 27 (Monday)
Academic Reading - Chocolate: History and Myth – Part II

Reading and Vocabulary Comprehension

In-Class Quiz

4 March 6 (Monday)
Academic Reading - Chocolate: History and Myth – Part III

Expansion Activities: Learn beyond the Text

Individual Presentation

5 March 10 (Friday)

Critical Reading - The Three Little Pigs – Guided Reading

6 March 13 (Monday)
Critical Reading - The Three Little Pigs – Group Discussion & In-Depth Analysis

1st Response Paper Due
7 March 20 (Monday)
Academic Reading - U.S. Teems Speak Up: Reading is Interesting! – Part I

Pre-reading Activities: Taking a Survey

Guided Reading

8 March 24 (Friday)

Academic Reading - US. Teens Speak Up: Reading is Interesting! – Part II

Reading and Vocabulary Comprehension

In-Class Quiz

9 March 27 (Monday)
Academic Reading - U.S. Teems Speak Up: Reading is Interesting! – Part III

Expansion Activities: Learn beyond the Text

Individual Presentations

10 April 3 (Monday)
Day Off (Spring Break)

11 April 10 (Monday)

Critical Reading - Anecdotes from Chicken Soups for the Soul – Guided Reading

12 April 14 (Friday)

Critical Reading – Anecdotes from Chicken Soups for the Soul 

Group Discussion and In-Depth Analysis

2nd Response Paper Due

13 April 17 (Monday)  
Midterm Examination Week
14 April 24 (Monday)

Academic Reading - Have a Safe Trip! – Part I

Pre-reading Activities: Inquiries & Predicting

Guided Reading

15 May 1 (Monday)

Academic Reading- - Have a Safe Trip! – Part II

Reading and Vocabulary Comprehension

In-Class Quiz

16 May 5 (Friday)

Academic Reading - Have a Safe Trip! – Part III

Expansion Activities: Learn beyond the Text

Individual Presentations

17 May 8 (Monday)

Critical Reading - Your Children Are Not Your Children & My Papa’s Waltz
Guided Reading

18 May 15 (Monday)

Critical Reading - Your Children Are Not Your Children & My Papa’s Waltz
Group Discussion and In-Depth Analysis

3rd Response Paper Due

19 May 19 (Friday)

Academic Reading - Where’s that Music Coming from? – Part I

Pre-reading Activities: Inquiries & Predicting

Guided Reading

20 May 22 (Monday)

Academic Reading - Where’s that Music Coming from? – Part II

Reading and Vocabulary Comprehension

In-Class Quiz 

21 May 29 (Monday)

Academic Reading - Where’s that Music Coming from? – Part III

Expansion Activities: Learn beyond the Text

Individual Presentation

22 June 2 (Friday)

Critical Reading - Dead Poets Society – Movie Watching

23 June 5 (Monday)

Critical Reading - Dead Poets Society – Group Discussion & In-Depth Analysis

4th Response Paper Due

24 June 12 (Monday)

Course Review and Self-Evaluation

25 June 16 (Friday)  
Final Examination Week
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