Department of English, TKU

I-Fen Wu

Shakespeare on Film

This course considers screen adaptations of William Shakespeare’s dramas rather than focuses on reading the plays, aiming to explore the issues of cultural studies such as nationalism and sexuality through film representation. Different versions of films will be provided for discussing each play, through which to learn various approaches upon Shakespeare’s plays. 

Week 1. (Feb 16) Orientation

Weeks 2. (Feb 23) The Taming of Shrew (Franco Zeffirelli, 1967)(1)
Week 3. (March 2) A Mid-Winter’s Tale (Kenneth Branagh, 1995)(2)
Weeks 4-6 (March 9& 16 & 23): Hamlet 
Screening: Hamlet (Kenneth Branagh, 1996)(3)
         Hamlet (Franco Zeffirelli, 1991)(4)
         Hamlet (Michael Almereyda, 2000)(5)
Weeks 7-9. (March 30 & April 6 [spring holiday] & 13): Richard III

      Screening: Looking for Richard (Al Pachino, 1997)(6)
               Richard III (Richard Loncraine, 1995)(7)
Week 10. (April 17-22): mid-term exam 

Weeks 11. (April 27): The Twelfth Night (Trevor Nunn, 1996)(8)
Weeks 12-13. (May 4-11): Romeo and Juliet

      Screening: Romeo and Juliet (Franco Zeffirelli, 1968)(9)
               William Shakespeare’s Romeo＋Juliet (Baz Lurhmann, 1996)(10)
Weeks 14-15. (May 18 & 25): Henry V (Kenneth Branagh, 1989)(11)      

Week 16. (June 1): Play Workshop

Week 17 (June 8): All you have to know about Shakespeare

Week 18 (June 14-20): final exam

Assessment: 

Class participation and presentation are especially required, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (class participation, presentation, essay and workshop 40%, mid-term and final exams 30% each). Students skip more than three classes during the semester, three points will be deducted each time from the final mark. 

