Conversation II Spring 2005-06
Prof. Chen, Hsiu-chieh (Sophia)
Objectives:


To motivate students to use colloquial English in real-life situations. To stimulate students to initiate English conversation or respond to it naturally both in and outside the classroom. The course will concentrate on themes under which students will practice oral English in meaningful context. They will be encouraged, furthermore, to explore foreign cultural phenomena with reference to their own cultural background.

Course work: 



The class will be paired or grouped for activities, such as making a book-report, presenting a reaction to the readings, supplying extra materials or playing a language game relevant to the themes, etc. 


Students are encouraged to use as much as possible library reference materials on the themes for their conversation, such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, magazines, and whatever materials they can find for class activities. 

Grading: 


Grading of the activities in this course will be based on the originality, expression, and cooperation among the members in the group. Individual contribution will also be taken into account. The course grade will be determined by mid-term oral exam 30%, final oral exam 30%, class attendance, presentation/performance and TOEFL exam 40%. Constant class attendance is mandatory.

Required Textbook and References:

Richards, J. C. (1997). New Interchange. Cambridge UP. 

Walker, M. (1995). Success. Teipei, Taiwan: Addison-Wesley.

Zanger, V. V. (1993). Face to Face: Communication, Culture, and Collaboration. Boston, MA: Heinle and Heinle. (Textbook)

Brown, H. D. (1993). Vistas. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Frankfort, N. & Dye, J. (1994). Spectrum. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Tentative Class Syllabus:

Week   Date 

 1.    2/17      Warm-up and Greetings

                 Campus English

 2.    2/24      Theme 9: Self-improvement

 3.    3/3       Theme 10: The past and the future

 4.    3/10      Movie: "Three's Company" and discussion

                 Theme 11: Life's little lessons

 5.    3/17      Theme 12: The right stuff

 6.    3/24      Religions in Taiwan     

 7.    3/31      Group Report: Shilin Night Market

 8.    4/7       Mid-term Oral Exam

 9.    4/14      Mid-term Exam week 

10.    4/21      Theme 13: That's a possibility! 
11.    4/28      Theme 14: Behind the scenes

12.    5/5       Group Report: Taiwanese Opera

13.    5/12      Theme 15: There should be a law!

14.    5/19      Theme 16: Challenges and accomplishments

15.    5/26      Debate (Topics to be chosen by students)

16.    6/2       Group Report 
17.    6/9       Final Common Oral Exam

