Tamkang University  

Core  Curriculum     

                  Social Analyses

                  -- Sociology --

I. Instructor: Hsinchih Chen (陳杏枝)  Office: I704
II. Credits: 2

III. Goal: The course helps the students to understand the relationships between individuals and society.  An individual behavior occurs in a societal context of institutions, culture, groups and interactions that shapes what people do and think. First, a brief introduction on the general theories and research methods in this field will be covered.  Then, some present-day important topics will be addressed. 

IV. Class outlines: 

Week 1 (2/20) ~ a brief introduction about the course

Week 2 (2/27) Part I : Introduction

1. Relationship between individuals and society: Socialization

Week 3 (3/6)~ 2. What is sociology?

3. Social Inequality
Week 4-5 (3/13-20)

Part II: Important topics in today’s world  

1. Culture ( also introducing Marx’s theory)

Week 6 (3/27)~ 2. Groups and Organization

Week 7 (4/3) ~holiday

Week 8 (4/10)~ 3. Social Stratification

Week 9 (4/17) ~ mid-term

Week 10-11 (4/24-5/1) ~4.Gender

Week 12 (5/8)~ 5.Population and Environment

Week 13-16 (5/15-29)

Part III：General theories and Research methods

1. What is theory? What is paradigm?

2. Classical theories: Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Max Weber

3. Contemporary theories: functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interaction

Week 17 (6/5)~ 4.Doing sociological research

Week 18 (6/12) Part IV：conclusion: Sociology as a way of life

Week 19 (6/19): final exam

VI. Grading:

1. Mid-term exam (30%)

2. Individual research paper (30%)

3. Final exam (30%)

   4.  Other (10%)
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