Christianity and Ecology

Autumn Semester 2005

Instructor: Huang I-min

Office: FL 713

E-mail Address: peter@mail.tku.edu.tw

Course Objective: to be acquainted with the concepts of eco-justice and bioethics stimulated and espoused by the theological and ethical rethinking in the face of unprecedented environmental peril with a focus on the response of Christian faith to the environmental challenges, supplemented by consideration of eco-socialism.

Required Textbooks: 1.  After Nature's revolt: Eco-justice and Theology, ed. Dieter T. Hessel, 1992

                     2.  Spirit and Nature, ed. Steven C. Rockefeller and John C. Elder, 1992

                     3.  Gaia Connections: An Introduction to Ecology, Ecoethics, and Economics,Alan S. Miller, 2003

                     4.  Christianity and Ecology, ed. Dieter Hessel and Rosemary R. Ruether

                     5.  Eco-socialism, David Pepper, 1993

Grade: oral reports, 50%; final term paper, 50%

Syllabus
Sept.  15: Introduction

       22: After Nature's Revolt, chaps. 2-5

       29: chaps. 6-9

Oct.     6: chap. 10, Spirit and Nature, chaps. 1-4

       13: chaps. 5-8

       20: chap. 9, Gaia Connections, chaps. 1-4

       27: chaps. 5-8

Nov.    3: chaps. 9-12

       10: chaps. 13-17

       17: “The Wounded Spirit as the Basis for Hope in an Age of Radical Ecology” & “Ecofeminism: The Challenge to Theology”

       24: “No More Sea: The Lost Chaos of the Eschaton” & “River of Life in God’s New Jerusalem: An Eschatological Vision for Earth’s Future”

Dec.    1: “Words beneath the Water: Logos, Cosmos, and the Spirit of Place & “Christianity, Economics, and Ecology”

        8: Eco-socialism, chaps. 1-2

       15: chap. 3

       22: chaps. 4-5

       29: “A Manifesto for Cyborgs: Science, Technology, and Socialist Feminism in the 1980s,” “Ecce Homo, Ain’t (ar’n’t) I a Woman, and Inappropriate/d Others: The Human in a Post-Humanist Landscape” & “The Promises of Monsters: A Regenerative Politics for Inappropriate/d Others”

Jan.     6: Paper Due

