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American Renaissance

Fall, 2005
Tuesdays, 2:00 – 5:00pm 


The “flowering” of American literature in the mid-1800s, christened American Renaissance by F. O. Matthiessen, has contributed significantly towards the construction of a cultural identity that fulfills the postcolonial longing for such an identity. Advertently or inadvertently, the name American Renaissance brings into focus the New World’s obsession with the Old, in its inability to resist the temptation of emulation with an Old World epoch—The Renaissance—if in nothing else. Thus the task is accomplished through a double appropriation: of the Old World (tradition), and of nature.


The course will deal with this double appropriation, though our focus will be on the second part, nature. And of this second appropriation, our focus will be on Emily Dickinson, while Emerson, Thoreau and Whitman will provide the necessary context to situate her.

     Students are required to study the assigned texts before they come to class, present their readings in a short oral report, and actively participate in discussion. A paper, approximately 10-15 pages in length, is required at the end of the semester.  
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Schedule of Assignments

Week 01(09/13): Introduction

Week 02(09/20): Emerson, “Nature”

Week 03(09/27): Emerson, American Scholar,” “Self-Reliance,” “The Poet”

Week 04(10/04): Thoreau, Walden 

Week 05(10/11): Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government,” “Life without Principle,” “Walking”

Week 06(10/19): Whitman, Preface (1855), “Song of Myself” (i)

Week 07(10/26): Whitman, “Song of Myself” (ii)


Week 08(11/01): Dickinson

Week 09(11/08): Dickinson

Week 10(11/15): Dickinson
 

Week 11(11/22): Dickinson

Week 12(11/29): Dickinson

Week 13(12/06): Dickinson

Week 14(12/13): Dickinson

Week 15(12/20): Dickinson

Week 16(12/27): Dickinson

Week 17(01/03): Dickinson

