English through International Affairs
Fall 2005    TITXM1T1552 0A

Instructor: Dr. Yueh-kuey Huang  黃月貴 

Office: 207 (外語大樓), Tel: 2306, email: ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw 

Office Hours: Tues. 10:00-12:00, Fri. 1:30-4:30 or by appointment

Course Description: 

This course aims at development of English skills through an instruction focus on international affairs as a principal area of exploration. The course materials will be news reports on topics and issues of global concern. Participants are expected to read and discuss current affairs using articles from the world’s leading news sources available online.  Participants will be introduced to language learning strategies, particularly strategies for reading authentic English news and listening to newscast. They will work on improving their oral and listening skills through participating in seminar discussions, listening to mini-lectures and interacting with class members. They will also acquire the skills and knowledge of the conventions of group discussions and oral presentations. Regular attendance is expected.
Objectives:  Students will develop the ability to

· read and understand news English with increasing ease/comfort and with minimal use of dictionary

· keep up with current news events/world issues

· become a fluent reader through habitual reading

· speak English with increasing ease and confidence

· listen for gist

Source material: e.g., 

Daily news:
New York Times (www.nytimes.com); The Economist (www.economist.com)



CNN (www.cnn.com); The China Post; The Taipei Times
Weekly news: 
Time (www.time.com); Newsweek (www.newsweek.com)

Requirements:

1. Attendance and participation: 20%
2. Oral presentations and written reports: 30%
Each week 3-4 participants are assigned to lead discussions (up to 30 minutes each) based on a news topic of their choice.  They are responsible for 1) selecting a current article and providing a glossary, 2) writing up 3 questions for the class to discuss as a group, 3) e-mailing articles/preparing handouts one week ahead for the class, 4) leading the discussion by giving a 5-6 minutes oral report to explain:

· Why you selected the article

· What is most interesting about it for you

· The most important points of the article

· Your reaction to the article 

and 5), turning in a one-page, double-spaced report based on the oral presentation. 

3. Reading Log/Portfolio: 20%
Read news on a regular basis and keep a reading log (at least 1 entry per week)  to be turned in (you may choose to do this in lieu of a topic report )
4.
Final Exam: 30%
