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Objectives

This course first offers some functional, basic definitions of “ideology” and introduces various critical approaches to ideology and ideological critiques: Western Marxism, feminism, New Historicism, psychoanalysis and postcolonialism.  The central foci of explication will be placed on some crucial psychoanalytic concepts―for example, paranoia, perversion, fantasy, gaze, the Real, object a, jouissance―through close studies of Žižek and Lacan.  Based on the psychoanalytic framework of ideological critique, this course also broadens the critical scope to cover a variety of fields including nationalism, fundamentalism, multiculturalism, conspiracy and cyberculture.  

Requirements

attendance 10%, oral report and class participation 40%, term paper (M.A. 10-12, Ph.D. 12-15)

Syllabi

	Week
	Date
	Contents

	1
	9/15
	Orientations

Decker, Ideology, Introduction



	2
	9/22
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 1

Decker, Ideology, Chapter 2, 3



	3
	9/29
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 2

Deck, Ideology, Chapter 3, 4



	4
	10/6
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 3

Glynos, “The Grip if Ideology: A Lacanian Approach to the Theory of Ideology”


	5
	10/13
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 4

Stavrakakis, Lacan and the Political, Chapter 3



	6
	10/20
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 5

Lacan, Seminar VII, 179-204



	7
	10/27
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 6

Lacan, “Aggressiveness in Psychoanalysis,” Ecrits, 10-30

	8
	11/3
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 7

Žižek, The Sublime Object of Ideology, Chapter 3



	9
	11/10
	Žižek, The Sublime Object of Ideology, Chapter 3

Žižek, “The Supposed Subjects of Ideology”


	10
	11/17
	Midterm week, no meeting



	11
	11/24
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 8

Žižek, The Plague of Fantasies, Chapter 2

*Outline (with working bibliography) for term paper due



	12
	12/1
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 9

Žižek, Tarrying with the Negative, Chapter 6



	13
	12/8
	*Oral report on term paper

Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 10

Jagodzinski, “The Truman Show: A Symptom of Our Times? Or, a Cure for an Escape Attempt!”


	14
	12/15
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 11

McGowan, The End of Dissatisfaction, Chapter 1



	15
	12/22
	McGowan, The End of Dissatisfaction, Chapter 6

Featherstone, “The Obscure Politics of Conspiracy Theory”


	16
	12/29
	Mansfield, Subjectivity, Chapter 12

O’Donnell, Latent Destinies 1-24



	17
	1/5
	Term paper due, lunch meeting
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