LANGUAGE LEARNING STRATEGIES

Fall 2005

Instructor: Carrie Chang (yechang@mail.tku.edu.tw)

Friday 9:10a.m.-12:00p.m. T411

Office hours: TBA

Course Objectives

· Introduce to students what language learning strategies are, and their application in language teaching methods.  

· Familiarize students with strategy assessment methods and awareness-raising approaches.

· Review strategy practice around the world and their respective contexts.

· To bridge the gap between theory and practice, students will not only participate in and conduct hands-on strategy simulations, but also conduct a project to assess their students’ strategy needs, do some research, and then lesson plan accordingly.

Textbooks

1. Oxford, R. L. (1990). Language learning strategies: What every teacher should know.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle. 
2. Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (1998). Approaches and methods in language teaching.  New York, N.Y.: Cambridge University Press.  

3. Selected readings from different sources (see the Readings section for detail).

Syllabus

	Date
	Discussion topic
	Readings
	Assignment due

	09/16
	Introduction: 

Overview of the course
	N/A
	

	09/23
	What are “language learning strategies”

	Oxford (1990) 

Ch. 1-3
	

	09/30
	
	Oxford (1990) 

Ch. 4-5
	

	10/07
	
	SILL & Appendix A

Oxford (1996), 
	SILL

	10/14
	
	Cohen (1996)

Anderson & Vandergrift (1996)
	

	10/21
	Strategies & Teaching methods
	Richards & Rodgers (1998) Ch. 1, 3-4
	

	10/28
	
	R& R (1998) 

Ch. 5-7
	Interview 

paper 

	11/04
	
	R & R (1998) 

Ch. 8-10
	

	11/11
	Strategy assessment & awareness-raising
	Oxford (1990) Ch. 6,

Chamot (1998),

Cohen & Scott (1996)
	

	11/18
	
	Mid-term week (No class)

	11/25
	
	Cohen (2000), 

Cohen (2003), 

Yang (1995)
	Literature review

	12/02
	
	Rees-Miller (1993),

Chamot & Rubin (1994),

LoCastro (1994),

Oxford & Green (1995)
	

	12/09
	Strategy practice 

around the world
	Oxford (1990) Ch. 7

Oxford & Leaver (1996)
	

	12/16
	Demonstrations
	N/A
	Lesson plan

	12/23
	Demonstrations
	N/A
	

	12/30
	Demonstrations
	N/A
	

	01/06
	Final exam week (No class)

	Have a great winter break!!!


*syllabus subject to change

Readings

09/23~09/30

Oxford, R. L. (1990). Language learning strategies: What every teacher should know.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle. 
10/07

Oxford, R. L. (1996). Employing a questionnaire to assess the use of language learning strategies.  Applied Language Learning, 7(1-2), 25-45.

10/14-10/28

Cohen, A. D. (1996).  Verbal reports as a source of insights into second language learner strategies.  Applied Language Learning, 7(1-2), 5-24.
Anderson, N. J., & Vandergrift, L. (1996).  Chapter 1: Increasing metacognitive awareness in the L2 classroom by using think-aloud protocols and other verbal report formats.  In R. L. Oxford, (Ed.). Language learning strategies around the world: Cross-cultural perspectives. (pp. 3-18). Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii.   

11/04

Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (1998). Approaches and methods in language teaching.  New York, N.Y.: Cambridge University Press.  

11/11

Chamot, A. U. (1998).  Teaching language learning strategies to language students. Washington, D. C.: Clearinghouse of Languages and Linguistics.  (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 433719).
Cohen, A. D., & Scott, K. (1996).  Chapter 7: A synthesis of approaches to assessing language learning strategies.  In R. L. Oxford, (Ed.).  Language learning strategies around the world: Cross-cultural perspectives. (pp. 89-106). Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii.   

11/25

Cohen, A. D. (2003). Strategy training for second language learners. ERIC Digest. ED482492.

Cohen, A. D. (2000). Strategies-based instruction for learners of a second language.  NASSP Bulletin, 84 (612), 10-19. 
Yang, N. D. (1995). Effective awareness-raising in language learning strategy training.  Taiwan: Clearinghouse of Languages and Linguistics.  (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED392278). 

12/02

Rees-Miller, J. (1993). A critical appraisal of learner training: Theoretical bases and teaching implications.  TESOL Quarterly, 27, 679-690.
Chamot, A. U., & Rubin, J. (1994). Comment on Janie Rees-Miller’s “A critical appraisal of learner training: Theoretical bases and teaching implications”.  TESOL Quarterly, 28, 771-780.
LoCastro, V. (1994).  Learning strategies and learning environments.  TESOL Quarterly, 28, 409-414. 
Oxford, R. L., & Green, J. M. (1995).  Comments on Virginia LoCastro’s “Learning strategies and learning environments”.  TESOL Quarterly, 29, 166-173. 
12/09

Oxford, R. L., & Leaver, B. L. (1996).  Chapter 18: A synthesis of strategy instruction for language learners.  In R. L. Oxford, (Ed.). Language learning strategies around the world: Cross-cultural perspectives. (pp. 227-246). Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii.   

Evaluation
· Participation: 30%

· Discussion Leader: 20%

· Strategy Project: 50%

· Interview paper (10%)

· Literature review (15%)

· Lesson Plan & Demonstration (25%)

Note: This class will be conducted in English.
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