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Beowulf: Monsters and Natural Representations
Fall 2005
Tue 9:10 am - Noon

T 314 
Stella Guo

E-mail: onuhtan@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office Hours: Wed 9 am-noon, and by appointment 
Phone (CFLL 202): 2621-5656 x2054; English Department: x2342 (leave message)

TEXTS AND REFERENCES:
1. Liuzza, R. M., ed. & trans. Beowulf, A New Verse Translation. Peterborough, Ontario, Canada; Orchard Pak, N.Y.: Broadview, 2000. 

2. Heaney, Seamus, trans. Beowulf, A Verse Translation. Ed. Daniel Donoghue. Norton Critical Ed. New York: Norton, 2001. 

3. Beowulf selections in A Guide to Old English. Ed. Bruce Mitchell and Fred C. Robinson.  6th ed. New York: Blackwell, 2001. 283-96.

4. Baker, Peter S., ed. Beowulf: Basic Readings.  New York: Garland, 1995.

5. Bjork, Robert E., and John D. Niles, eds. A Beowulf Handbook. Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1998.  

6. Campbell, James, ed. The Anglo-Saxons. Cornell UP, 1982; Rpt. New York: Penguin, 1991.

7. Beowulf in Hypertext: http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/~beowulf/main.html
8. Electronic Beowulf: http://www.uky.edu/~kiernan/eBeowulf/guide.htm
9. The British Museum: http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/world/britain/britain.html
10. MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing. 2nd ed. New York: MLA, April 1998.


For additional guidelines on MLA-formatted papers and annotated bibliography see, 

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
· http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/citation/mla_annotated.html
· http://writing.colostate.edu/references/teaching/co300man/pop16c.cfm 
Schedule
	Wk
	Date
	Readings and Assignments
	Discussion Topics

	1
	T 9/13
	Introduction

	

	2
	T 9/20
	Beowulf 1-236

E. G. Stanley, “Beowulf,” in Baker, 3-34

Campbell, 32-33; 53-58

Leslie Webster, “Archeology and Beowulf,” in Donoghue, 212-36
	“se þe in þystrum bad” (he who waited in darkness, 87b): the historical and the mythic



	3
	T 9/27
	Beowulf 237-606

Carol J. Clover, “The Germanic Context of the Unferþ Episode,” in Baker, 127-54

John Leyerle, “The Interlace Structure of Beowulf,” in Donoghue, 130-52
	“ond norþanwind / heaðogrim ondhwearf” (and a north wind tuned battle-grim, 547b-48a): nature or culture



	4
	T 10/4
	Beowulf 607-990

J. R. R. Tolkien, “Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics,” in Donoghue, 103-30

Kevin S. Kiernan, “The Legacy of Wiglaf: Saving a Wounded Beowulf,” in Baker, 195-218


	“wæs gehwæþer oðrum lifigende lað” (each was to the other the living hateful [one]): the aglæca and the fight in Heorot 

	5
	T 10/11
	Beowulf 991-1231

Gillian R. Overing, “The Women of Beowulf: A Context for Interpretation,” in Baker, 219-60.
	“Ides gnornode / geomrode giddum” (The lady lamented, mourned with sad songs 1117b-18a): Hildeburh’s lament and Wealhtheow’s speeches

	6
	T 10/18
	Beowulf 1232-1631

Jane Chance, “The Structural Unity of Beowulf: The Problem of Grendel’s Mother,” in Donoghue, 152-67 

Alexandra Hennessey Olsen, “Gender Roles,” in Bjork and Niles, 311-24
	“Nis þæt heoru stow!” (By no means is that a good place, 1372b): boundary transgression and the fight with Grendel’s Mother 



	7
	T 10/25
	Conferences 
	

	8
	T 11/1
	Beowulf 1632-1998

Larry Benson, “The Pagan Coloring of Beowulf,” in Baker, 35-50

Edward B. Irving Jr., “Christian and Pagan Elements,” in Bjork and Niles, 175-92 
	“on ðæm wæs or writen /
fyrngewinnes” (on it was written the origin of ancient strife, 1688b-89a): natural phenomena and language construct 

	9
	T 11/8
	Beowulf 1999-2270a 

Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography with intro due
	“Heald þu nu, hruse, nu hæleð ne moston / eorla æhte” (Hold now, earth, what men could not, the earls’ wealth, 2247-48a): decaying culture

	10
	T 11/15
	No class (Midterm)
	

	11
	T 11/22
	Beowulf 2270b-2537

Fred C. Robinson, “Elements of the Marvelous in the Characterization of Beowulf: A Reconsideration of Textual Evidence,” in Baker, 79-96

Colin Chase, “Beowulf, Bede, and St. Oswine: The Hero’s Pride in Old English Hagiography,” in Baker, 181-93
	“wyrd ungemete neah” (The doom was exceedingly near, 2420b): the claims of nature


	12
	T 11/29
	Beowulf 2538-2820

John M. Hill, “Social Milieu,” in Bjork and Niles, 255-69

George Clark, “The Hero and the Theme,” in Bjork and Niles, 271-90
	“Nægling forbærst” (Nægling snapped, 2680): the collapse of heroic values



	13
	T 12/6
	Beowulf 2821-3109
Marijane Osborn, “Translations, Versions, Illustrations,” in Bjork and Niles, 341-72

Roy Michael Liuzza, “On the Dating of Beowulf,” in Baker, 281-302
	“ac se wonna hrefn / fus ofer fægum fela reordian” (but the dark raven, greedy for the dead, shall speak a great deal, 3024b-3025): history and the displacement of center 

	14
	T 12/13
	Beowulf 3110-3182

Fred C. Robinson, “The Tomb of Beowulf,” in Donoghue, 181-97

First draft of research paper due
	“Heofon rece swealg” (heaven swallowed the smoke, 3155): heroic defeat and the Christian regrets


	15
	T 12/20
	Team Multi-Media PowerPoint Presentations

	

	16
	T 12/27
	Team Multi-Media PowerPoint Presentations

	

	17
	T 1/3
	Final Portfolio due 
	


GRADING AND REQUIREMENTS:

· Grades will be determined as follows:

20 points for class participation, oral reports on critical readings, group work, etc.


20 points for team multi-media PowerPoint presentation 
    60 points for research paper of 12 or more pages with annotated bibliography of 7 or more entries
· All written assignments should be word-processed, following MLA documentation guidelines and due on the dates assigned. Late submission with legitimate excuse, though accepted, will be penalized; you can always arrange to turn in the assignments early.

· For the oral reports on critical readings, aside from the assigned materials, you may also use and elaborate on one or two entries from your annotated-bibliography-in-progress. The bibliography and the on-going oral reports should help you find a manageable and thematically focused topic for your final research paper. 

· More details on the Team Multi-Media PowerPoint Presentations and Final Portfolio will follow. In principle, I do NOT give incomplete. You must complete all assignments to receive course credit.

