Key Concepts in Ecology 
Instructor: Dr. Robin Chen-Hsing Tsai

Textbooks:
1. Greg Garrard, Ecocriticism (London: Routledge, 2004). 
          
2. Michael E. Zimmerman, et al., Environmental Philosophy: From 
Animal Rights to Radical Ecology (Jew Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1994). 

          
3. Carolyn Merchant, ed., Ecology ( New Jersey: Humanities, 1994). 

Course Objective: We will explore a wide range of concerns in contemporary eco-philosophy, including Deep Ecology, Ecofeminism, Social Ecology/Ecological Marxism, Environmental Justice, Postmodern Ecology, and “Animal Rights,” with a special focus on Don DeLillo’s post-Apocalyptic White Noise. 
Description 

Week 1
Intro 

Week 2 
On Ecocriticism: Barry 248-71; Garrard 16-32  

Week 3 
Deep Ecology: ecocentrism vs. anthropocentrism 
Anti-anthropocentrism: 
＊David Ehrenfeld, “False Assumptions” (The Arrogance of Humanism 3-22)
＊Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Criticism” and “Continuing the Conversation”
＊Arne Naess, “The Shaloow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movements” 151-55
＊Devall and Sessions, Chapter 5—“Deep Ecology” 63-77

Week 4  Ecofeminsim: Beyond Dualism 
Warwick Fox, “The Deep Ecology-Ecofeminism Debate and Its Parallels” (Sessions 227-45) 
Environmental Philosophy 263-76 （Introduction）
Week 5  Ecofeminism
Environmental Philosophy 277-314 (Merchant and Plumwood) 
Week 6
Social Ecology
           C. Merchant, Ecology 152-172 (Bookchin) 
           James O’Connor, “Socialism and Ecology” (407-16)
Week 7 
Social Ecology 
           Environmental Philosophy 416-40 (John Clark)
Week 8  Environmental Justice 
           C. Merchant, Ecology, 248-64 
Week 9  Environmental Justice 
           C. Merchant, Ecology, 266-89 

Week 10
Environmental Ethics 
           Environmental Philosophy 8-25 

           Environmental Philosophy 124-44 
Week 11 Environmental Ethics: animal rights 
           Environmental Philosophy 26-40; The Liberation Debate (171-87) (Peter Singer and Andrew Linzey) 
Week 12 Postmodern Ecology 
Postmodern Ecology 31-75
Week 13 Don DeLillo, The White Noise 

Week 14 Don DeLillo, The White Noise 

Week 15 WRAP-UP 

Week 16 Paper due 

Barry, Peter. “Ecocriticism.” In Beginning Theory. Manchester: Manchester UP, 2002. 

248-71. 
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