Advanced Writing

This course is intended to help our MA students improve their English writing. We are concerned with two things here: English, and writing. I think we have no dispute over the fact/point that English is not our mother tongue; it is a foreign language to us. So we must deal with it as a foreign language. And this means to we have to hone in on our English language skills, through reading mostly. Assuming that we have acquired the skills, then we can begin to use those skills to organize our thoughts and present our ideas in an orderly manner. This, to put it in a nutshell, is what we will do this semester.
To find out how well we can organize our thoughts, we will begin by asking everyone in the class to write a short composition in Chinese, our native language. If we have problems organizing our thoughts in our native language, then we need to focus on the process of thought organizing, while at the same time trying to improve our proficiency in English, through reading, as mentioned above. 


So each week a student is required to read one essay of his/her own choice (preferably in different fields so as to broaden our vocabulary and knowledge), and write a 1-2 page abstract and comment. This way reading and writing go together. A limited number of student writings will be discussed and analyzed in class, with close student participation. Students will also be required to produce writings not based on a specific text, but of a creative nature. A longer piece of writing, between 5-10 pages, is required at the end of the semester. 

All writing assignments must be sent to the instructor by email no later than the Sunday before class. A hard copy is also required to insure against possible email failure. My email: lin.yf@msa.hinet.net

What is the difference between them? Supposedly, a native speaker has better command of his native language, but a non-native speaker has to struggle with his acquired language, including grammar, lexicon, etc. But the advantages a native speaker enjoys do not guarantee that he will write well, for to write well he needs training. If even a native speaker needs training to write well, how much more hard work will be required of a non-native speaker!
