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Course title: Bibliography and Research Paper Writing
Teacher: Prof. Chenkuei Yang
Time: Wed. 14:10~17:00

Room: T411

Course objectives: 


There are two objectives for this course: one is to acquaint students with the formalities of research papers by closely studying the MLA Handbook, the purpose of which is to introduce to students the kind of academic writings that they will often encounter in the course of their study and to cultivate the ability in students to conform to the conventions of academic writing. Another objective is to help students develop the capacity to do independent research and to engage in effective research writing.

Required textbooks:

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th edition. New York: MLA, 2003. Rpt. Taipei: Bookman, 2003.

Selden, Raman, et al. A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory. 5th ed. London: Longman, 2005.

Course Calendar:

Week 1 
9/14


Orientation/”Why Read?” by Harold Bloom

Week 2
9/21


MLA: Research and Writing

Week 3
9/28


“How to Read Imaginative Literature” by M. J. Adler

Week 4
10/5


MLA: Plagiarism

Week 5
10/12

The Uses of Literature (Italo Calvino) 1-61

Week 6
10/19

MLA: The Mechanics of Writing

Week 7
10/26

CLT: “New Criticism …” & “Russian Formalism”
Week 8
11/2


MLA: The Format of the Research Paper

Week 9
11/9


CLT: “Reader-oriented theories” & Structuralist theories”
Week 10
11/16

Mid-term (research project due)

Week 11
11/23 

MLA: Documentation

Week 12
11/30

CLT: “Marxist theories” & “Feminist theories”
Week 13
12/7 

MLA: Documentation (continued)

Week 14
12/14

CLT: “Poststructuralist theories” & “Postmodernist theories”
Week 15
12/21

MLA: Documentation (continued)

Week 16
12/28

CLT: “Postcolonialist theories” & “Gay, Lesbian … theories”
Week 17
1/4


MLA: Abbreviations

Week 18
1/11


Final exam (term paper due)

Evaluation: participation and research project 50%  term paper (10 pages including bibliography) 50%
