Introduction to Literature

Autumn 2005
Tuesdays 18.10-20.00; Wednesdays 18.10-19.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the autumn semester will be on fiction.

Textbook: 

Sylvan Barnet et al eds, Literature for Composition: Essays, Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, Compact edn, Longman, 2003.

Schedule:

W1:  13, 14 Sep       Introduction

W2:  20, 21 Sep       Agatha Cristie, Best Detective Stories (Longman Fiction)

W3:  27, 28 Sep       Best Detective Stories of Agatha Cristie (contd.)

W4:    4, 5 Oct       Best Detective Stories of Agatha Cristie (contd.)

W5:  11, 12 Oct       Daphne du Maurier, Jamaica Inn (Penguin Readers level 5)

W6:  18, 19 Oct        Jamaica Inn (contd.)

W7:  25, 26 Oct        Jamaica Inn (contd.)

W8:    1, 2 Nov       James Thurber, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (76-79)

W9:    8, 9 Nov       The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (contd.)

W10:    15 Nov       Mid-term Exam
W11:  22, 23 Nov       Kate Chopin, Desiree’s Baby (28-31)

W12:  29, 30 Nov       Desiree’s Baby (contd.)

W13:    6, 7 Dec       William Faulkner, A Rose for Emily (248-58)

W14:  13, 14 Dec        A Rose for Emily (contd.)

W15:  20, 21 Dec        Alice Elliot Dark, In the Gloaming (281-93)

W16:  27, 28 Dec        In the Gloaming (contd.)

W17:      3 Jan         In the Gloaming (contd.)

W18:     10 Jan         Final Exam
Assessment:

10 % attendance and participation; 10% oral reports; 20% quizzes; 30% mid-term;

30% final

