Envisioning the Future

I. Instructor: Dr. Kuo-Hua Chen        Email: sochen@mail.tku.edu.tw, 
Phone: 2621- 5656 (extension  2121)

II. Credit Hours: 2 hours.
III. Course Objective:
The course focuses on how to create the future. Design implications in created preferred futures are explored. What is the difference between the good and the prefect society? How can one ensure that one’s political and social design is robust and does not close the future?
IV. Teaching Goals:

· Understanding of theories, methods and issues in Futures Studies

· Detailed understanding of one thematic area in Futures Studies (for example, the futures of information technologies, the futures of genetics and ageing society, or the futures of East Asia)

· Detailed understanding of one's own preferred professional future and the futures of professions generally.

V. Areas that the Course will cover
· Epistemology of futures studies (how is the future studied)

· Theories of social change (why and how do civilizations and organizations change)

· Organizations engaged in futures studies (futures studies around the world)

· Specific theme areas, including, the futures of: the nation-state, the world system, work, organizations, health, the self, gender, and new technologies such as genomics.

· How to become a professional futurist – necessary skills

VI. Ways of Teaching

Pedagogical style will be varied. 

1. Lectures on major areas of the knowledge base of futures studies

2. General discussions on thematic areas

3. Small group discussions focused on developing detailed design features of the future

4. Videos, CD-ROMs and OHP.

VII. Weekly Plan

Theme 1 – Theories, Methods and Social Change

Week 1 – Explorers of the Future: Empirical, Interpretive, Critical and Action Learning Perspectives.

Week 2 – The Great Transformation – Forward Trends to 2040.

Week 3 – Overview of Drivers of Social Change – Technology and Demographics. 

READING THEME  1 

Sohail Inayatullah, "The Study of the Future," Questioning the Future.  Tamkang University, 2005.

Edward Cornish. 2004. Futuring: The Exploration of the Future. World Future Society.
Theme 2 – Thematic Issues in Futures Studies

Week 4 – Futures of Education, Work and Organizations. University Futures

Week 5 – Futures of the Nation-State, Social Movements and Global Governance

Week 6 – Health, Ageing and Social Futures 

READING THEME 2

Selection one of the following to read and report on.

Sohail Inayatullah, "Alternative Futures of Health, Available from www.metafuture.org
Ivana Milojevic and Sohail Inayatullah, Feminist Visions of the Future. Futures Research Quarterly. Also, see www.metafuture.org

Theme 3 – the Practice of Futures Studies
Week 7 – Futures Studies Organizations. World Future Society. World 

Futures Studies Federation. Foundation for the Future.

Week 8 – How to Futures -  Running futures workshops 

Week 9 – Personal Futures – Where to next.

VIII. Textbook

Edward Cornish. 2004. Futuring: The Exploration of the Future. World Future Society.
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X. Grading

1. Attendance – 20% 

2. Participation – either in class via comments and oral presentations or by sending email to me on your thoughts and issues on futures – 20%

3. Presentation on one of the readings – 20%

4. Final Paper – 40%. Final paper on an aspect of the Future. 
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