Introduction to Sociology

Instructor: Dr. Kuo-Hua Chen

Class meets: Wednesday from 9:10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Friday from 9:10 to 10:00

My office: L656           Office Phone Number: ext. 2121
E-mail: sochen@mail.tku.edu.tw
Required Texts


Ferrante, Joan. 2005. Sociology: A Global Perspective. Wadsworth.

Griffiths, Robert J. (ed.)  2005.  Annual Editions Developing World 04/05.  14th Edition.  McGraw-Hill, Dushkin: Dubuque, IA.

Jackson, Robert M. (ed.) 2005.  Annual Editions Global Issues 04/05.  20th edition. McGraw-Hill, Dushkin: Dubuque, IA.

COURSE OUTLINE

Course Description
This course is an introduction to an increasingly popular subject in sociology – global sociology.  Topics such as globalization, the international division of labor, and international inequality will be examined and discussed.  A group of broad-based, macro-level theories will assist in the analysis of global social problems such as world hunger, world-wide peace, indigenous populations, sustainable development, and pollution.  We will pay particular attention to the popular concept of globalization, concerns about cultural homogenization, and accompanying loss of diversity in our lives.  As you will come to find out, none of these trends is particularly new, nor even substantially different from those throughout human history and most especially, over the last several hundred years.  
Course Objectives
This introductory course is designed to develop your global sociological imagination.  One of the characteristics of this society is that popular explanations for human behavior hinge on psychological or economic logic and causality.  A sociological imagination, in contrast, relies upon explanations of human behavior based on situation, context, social structure and socialization.  Sociology, therefore, is quite different from the psychological or economic explanations with which you are most familiar. The introduction to global sociology includes debunking of popular myths about our culture, history, and the structure and organization of the world economy, politics, and society.
Course Requirements
This course meets twice weekly for 75 minutes.  Daily attendance is expected and irregular attendance will negatively influence your grade.  I require prior notification and reserve the right to request supplementary documentation to explain your absence.  Brief weekly quizzes on the week’s readings will be given at the beginning of class the first day we meet that week.  Classroom activities will supplement – not substitute for – readings.  Readings must be completed by the start of class on the day scheduled in the syllabus.  

1 Short Paper



     20 pts 


1 Group Project     


     30 pts

3 Weekly Quizzes (wks 2-8)

30 pts, 10 pts each





2 Sharing/Discussion Leadership
20 pts, 10 pts each



Grades: 80 points and above = A; 70 to 79 = B; 60 to 69 = C; 50 to 59 = D; less than 50 = F.

Paper is short (maximum 2 to 3 pages).  The papers must be related to your group project.  It is a research paper and therefore require sources or references: a minimum of 3 sociological sources, 2 from course readings, are required for each paper.  

Group projects will be generated by group members and must be related to the course topic.  The group project is designed to keep you on schedule and to give you feedback on your progress.  To help you complete your group project work, your paper must be related to your group project.  Part 1 is a problem statement that will be evaluated in class; Part 2  is an outline of background information essential for the class to have so that your final presentation goes smoothly.  This will be handed in, graded and commented on, and then returned for revisions; your group will make the revisions, return it to me for copying and the entire class will get a copy the week before your presentation.  Part 3, the actual presentation of your group’s work, will be scheduled for the last weeks of class.  As this class has no final exam, think of your presentation and 3rd paper as my opportunity to assess your knowledge – they substitute for a final exam.

Weekly quizzes will begin Week 2 and consist of a combination of term or concept identifications and definitions (3 to 5; you choose 2) and short answer questions (2 to 3; you choose 1) each of which is answerable in 2 to 3 sentences from the required readings for that week. Each quiz is worth 10 points. Weekly quizzes track attendance as well as familiarity with the reading so while you cannot fail a quiz (as long as you respond to 3 items), zeros (which indicate absences) will not be dropped.  If you know you are going to be absent, you may e-mail (or give me) five discussion questions on the readings by the start of class on Wednesday; it is possible to ‘fail’ discussion questions.

Sharing/Discussion Leadership once during each section of the quarter (2 times total) you will bring in a recent newsworthy internet or other fact-based short article that is related to the reading for that week.  This will serve as the basis of the information you will share with a small group and lead discussion on.  You will develop questions and issues to discuss based on the information in your source and the readings and lead discussion; the group will share the gist of the information discussed with the rest of the class.

Other
Should you need to contact me outside of class or my office hours, I am not difficult to reach.  Messages can be left in my department mailbox either by you personally or via a phone call to the department office (number on the first page).  E-mail is also a good bet because I check it frequently.  I will respond via e-mail as well (address on first page of syllabus).   I’m also much more likely to be on campus and in my office if it is a weekday and I’m not teaching.  If, however, you do not receive a response to any message you leave, assume that I did not get it.  The burden of proof remains with you.

Course Schedule

Week 1 



Ferrante, Chapter 1

Week 2 


Required Readings:
 


Ferrante, Chapter 2

Week 3 

Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 4

** e-mail the problem statement to me as well as all members of your group so that I have both the problem statement and everyone’s e-mail address

Week 4 



Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 5

Week 5  Last Week to turn in your Paper
Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 6

Week 6
 

Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 7

Week 7 Outline (Part 2 of Group Project) Due Friday Noon
Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 8

Week 8



Required Readings:


Ferrante, Chapter 9

Week 9

Group Project Presentations – to be scheduled

Guidelines for quizzes

Each quiz will be based on the entire set of readings assigned for that week – so your reading must be completed before the day for which it is assigned.  I will give you 3 to 5 terms from which you will choose 2, and 2 to 3 questions from which you will choose 1 making your responses (2 terms and 1 question) a total of 3 items each of which is worth a maximum of 4 points.  These will be written on the board by the beginning of Friday class on the day of the quiz; you may start the quiz (no talking) as soon as you arrive in class.  Papers will be picked up 30 minutes after the beginning of class, so don’t be late – you will not get extra time.

· Your three items are equal in importance, and your coverage of them should be approximately the same in terms of space on the page.  The quiz itself will be limited to 30 minutes of class time and 1 sheet of paper.

· Limit each response to 3 to 5 sentences; more than that suggests you are missing the specifics of the item/issue; less than that suggests you do not know enough.

For the terms

· Do not limit your response to simply factual information; in addition to the definition, include some theoretical, methodological relevance, or other ‘twist’ in the material to show why it is important.  

· Using an example to illustrate exactly what the item is is definitely helpful and an example without a definition, will not get you full points.

For the issues/statements/questions

· Make sure you respond to the question/statement/issue as it is written as fully as you can.  These will not be ‘tricks’ but responding to only part will not merit full points.

· Include empirical evidence to support your response and/or to illustrate the relationship/connection you are trying to make.  

· Your response must include specifics so that I can tell that you understand issue/statement/question and or its context.

You cannot fail a quiz as long as you actually respond to an appropriate set of three items.  I will not punish you for not reading as long as you show up in class.  I’d rather have you in class than not so do attend.

Quizzes will probably be graded and returned at the next subsequent class meeting.  Remember that you do not have to take the quiz – it is an option – but, if you choose the alternative, the discussion questions are due a minimum of 24 hours before quiz time.  

Guidelines for discussion questions

Writing discussion questions is an alternative to taking a quiz.  You write discussion questions for the material to be covered that week.  If you know that you are going to miss a quiz (or simply would rather do discussion questions) they are due to me no later than 24 hours before the start of class.  I must have the discussion questions via e-mail or left in my mailbox by the time they are due.  If you send them electronically, I will let you know I got them.

· As with the quizzes, you need three items for discussion, each is worth a maximum of four points making each set of questions worth the same as a quiz – 10 points total.

· All items/issues for discussion must come from the readings – the issues that bridge multiple readings are worth more than those that depend upon only one source.

· Collectively, the three questions/issues you provide for discussion should be relatively comprehensive so that by the time a hypothetical group had finished discussing all three, the set of readings for that week should be covered.

· Individually, the three items/issues for discussion should be mutually exclusive (at least relatively) so that during discussion of them, the group is not covering the same ground/material more than once.

· The questions/issues for discussion must not be fact-based (e.g., verifiable through the readings) or answerable with ‘yes’ or ‘no’ as this would not elicit discussion.  Instead, the questions/issues/items for discussion should be ones that members of the class (and group) are likely to have differing opinions regarding.

· Finally, all issues/items/questions are to be designed such that students will have to draw upon empirical evidence as well as theory and of course the readings to discuss them adequately.
I will record one grade for each student for each week the class meets and readings are assigned.  Generally speaking, doing questions and a quiz in one week is not acceptable – you must have special permission from me to do so.  Because discussion questions are your choice and are done outside of and before class, the standard of performance is higher than on quizzes; discussion question grades may well dip below a passing mark.
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