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Course Content and Purpose:
This course seeks to fulfill both the requirements of general education and introduction to American studies.  As an undergraduate introductory course to American studies for non-American students, there are at least two important criteria.  Such a course should be general enough to offer a good overview of American heritage, culture, and society.  Secondly, it needs to have the relevancy that provides students with a true learning experience.  For instance, you might ask yourself, “Why (as a Chinese/Taiwanese) is studying about America important to me?”  I hope that is a question each and every one of you will be asking yourselves as you decide whether or not this is the right course for you.  

It is with such an assumption that William Zinsser’s book, American Places: A Writer’s Pilgrimage… was selected as the text for this course.  By semester’s end that question (in the above) should be answered for you satisfactorily.  Using American Places… as our text, we will cover a variety of American historical sites and places to give students an understanding and appreciation of the spirit of America and its people.  Zinsser’s book, coupled with weekly class lectures, discussions, films, and oral reports by students themselves, should provide the class with a relatively broad and panoramic view of the United States with regard to its
—  people, customs, and tradition

—  social issues
—  language




—  economy
—  history




—  view of the environment
—  geography 




—  view of education



—  music (jazz)



—  view of work




Text:  William Zinsser, American Places: A Writer’s Pilgrimage to 15 of this Country’s Most Visited and Cherished Sites (New York: HarperPerennial, 1993).
· Please purchase this text.  It is best to check with www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com regarding purchasing.  (Currently, this book seems to be out-of-print.)  A copy of the text will be provided for student copying.
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Text Con’td.:
· As English is a second language for students in this course (although all written materials for this course must be in English), they should—if necessary—consult Chinese references for their reports and reading needs.  However, these references must not be used as substitutes for our text.
Discussion Sequence and Reading Assignments:  
Week One – Introduction to Course
· Syllabus, grades, and course requirements
· Introduce teaching assistant (TA) – Quiz schedules and classrooms
· Printing of text, class leader, time-keeper, film & equipment keys 
· The question of Chinese/English names of students
· In-Class Group Report: Finalize composition of first (at least) and second groups
--  By next meeting seven (7) groups will be formed 
--  Group One (reporting ch. 2) – Appointment to meet with me next week
Week Two – Introduction to Course

· Film: “USA” (1990s – approx. 60 min.)
· Familiarization with students’ names (in pin yin/Wade Giles or English names)
· Finalize composition of groups 2-7 – TA & class leader directed
· Assignment: Group One – Prepare oral report on chapter 2, “Lexington &    
Concord,” pp. 17-29 for next meeting
--  Groups 2-7 – Read chap. 2 and prepare questions for Q&A (questions &
     answers) and feedback for next meeting
--  Group Two (reporting ch. 4) – Appointment to meet with me next week
Discussion Sequence / Reading Assignments Con’td.:  
Weeks Three & Four – Chapter 2:  “Lexington & Concord” – Revolutionary War / 
Revolutionary Thinking
· Group One – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum)
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 2-7 (30-35 min.)
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.)
· Film: “Thoreau and Walden Pond” (1980s – approx. 60 min.) – tentative
· Assignment: Group Two – Prepare oral report on chapter 4, “Yellowstone Park,”
pp. 39-54 for next meeting
--  Groups 1, 3-7 – Read chap. 4 and prepare questions for Q&A and feedback 
     
     for next meeting

--  Group Three (reporting ch. 5) – Appointment to meet with me next week
Weeks Five & Six – Chapter 4:  “Yellowstone Park” – Environment, Diversity, 
and Natural Beauty
· Group Two – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum)
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1, 3-7 (30-35 min.)
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.)
· Film: “Yellowstone National Park” (1980s – approx. 60 min.) – tentative
· Assignment: Group Three – Prepare oral report on chapter 5, “Hannibal,”
pp. 39-54 for next meeting
--  Groups 1, 2, 4-7 – Read chap. 5 and prepare questions for Q&A and feedback 
     for next meeting

--  Group Four (reporting ch. 7)– Appointment to meet with me next week
Weeks Seven & Eight – Chapter 5:  “Hannibal” – Mark Twain, Mississippi Magic,
and the Post-Industrial U.S. Economy
· Group Three – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum)
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1-3, 5-7 (30-35 min.)
· Jazz appreciation: Glenn Miller, Duke Ellington, and Stan Getz 
                  (approx. 20-25 min.)
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.)
· Film: “Mississippi River ” (1988 – 25 min.)
· Assignment: Group Four – Prepare oral report on chapter 7, “Appomattox,”
 pp. 79-89 for next meeting
--  Groups 1-3, 5-7 – Read chap. 7 and prepare questions for Q&A and feedback 
     for next meeting

--  Group Five (reporting ch. 8)– Appointment to meet with me next week
Discussion Sequence / Reading Assignments Con’td.:  
Weeks Nine & Ten – Chapter 7:  “Appomattox” – Defeat, Rebirth, and
Transformation of a Nation 
· Group Four – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum)
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1-3, 5-7 (30-35 min.) 
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.) 
· Film: “Youth to Maturity” (1980s – 25 min.) – tentative
· Assignment: Group Five – Prepare oral report on chapter 8, “Montgomery,”
 pp. 90-104 for next meeting
--  Groups 1-4, 6, 7 – Read chap. 8 and prepare questions for Q&A and feedback 
     next meeting
--  Group Six (reporting ch. 10) – Appointment to meet with me next week
Weeks Eleven & Twelve – Chapter 8:  “Montgomery” – The Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Civil Rights and Civil Disobedience 
· Group Five – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum)
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1-4, 6, 7 (30-35 min.)  
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.)  
· Film: “Legacy of a Dream” (1992 – 20 min.)
· Assignment: Group Six – Prepare oral report on chapter 10, “Kitty Hawk,” 
pp. 117-127 for next meeting 
--  Groups 1-5, 7 – Read chap. 10 and prepare questions for Q&A and  
     feedback for next meeting

--  Group Seven (reporting ch. 12)– Appointment to meet with me next week
Weeks Thirteen & Fourteen – Chapter 10:  “Kitty Hawk” – The Wright Brothers:
Character, Work Ethic, and Small Town Values 
· Group Six – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum) 
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1-5, 7 (30-35 min.) 
· Film:
TBA
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.) 
· Assignment: Group Seven – Prepare oral report on chapter 12, “Chautauqua,”
pp. 139-149 for next meeting
--  Groups 1-6 – Read chap. 12 and prepare questions for Q&A and 
     feedback for next meeting
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Discussion Sequence / Reading Assignments Con’td.:  
Weeks Fifteen & Sixteen – Chapter 12:  “Chautauqua” – Education of the
Whole Person 
· Group Seven – In-class presentation (40-45 min. maximum) 
· Q&A – Feedback and questions from Groups 1-6 (30-35 min.)
· Lecture – Review and highlight key points of the chapter (30-40 min.)
Film: “What’s on the Midterm, Dr. Brown” (1986 – 33 min.) – tentative
· Review for the Final Quiz
Week Seventeen – Final Quiz  (Be There – absolutely no make-up)
Grades and Course Requirements:  Regular and consistent attendance and participation are strongly encouraged.  Roll call will be taken for every meeting.  Your final grade will be determined by (or will be affected by)
· One Final Quiz consisting of “true/false” and “fill-in-the blank questions  (English Only) – see sample quiz questions
--  There will be between 30-35 questions on the quiz
--  The quiz will count 100% of your grade
--  No make-up quizzes will be given
· After one (free) absence (starting Week Three), 5 points will be deducted from your cumulative score (of 100 points).  After 4 absences a student automatically fails the course--a zero (0) score.   Only university/administrative excused absences are accepted.
· Weekly Group Presentations  (reporting on weekly assigned chapters) –
 Extra Credit
--  Each student is required to be involved in an oral presentation and be present  
     on the day his or her group is scheduled for in-class report (no written reports   
     are required for this project)
--  Members of the group who are giving their reports for that week should

     come see me at my office (during my office hours) for consultation prior 

     to giving their presentation
Grades and Course Requirements Con’td.:  

--  5 points will be deducted from a student’s cumulative score if she or he

     fails to show up in class or report on the day of her/his group presentation

--  A student could receive as much as 5 points (added to his or her cumulative 

     score) if he or she demonstrates above average qualities in presentation and 

     content.  No points, however, will be deducted for poor or unsatisfactory 

     performance
· All papers turned in must be on A4 size paper (in English and with your names in English!!) – this applies to absence notices as well
· Last But Not Least
--  If you like to talk or discuss something when class is in session, talk to all 
of us—in front of the class
--  No food, spillable drinks or eating when class is in session!!  Water is okay.  
--  Please take these requests seriously!!
--  This should be a “fun” course!  Together and with your participation and 

     effort we could make this a true learning experience
