Tamkang University

 Syllabus for Freshmen English Reading

First Semester, 2005-2006 Academic Year

College of Engineering (Tue 1.2 H112 / Thu 8.9 E515)
Course Description: 
The main goal of this course is to interact meaningfully with a variety of activities to build up learners’ skills for reading and motivate their self-learning habits. Besides reading, their listening, speaking, and writing skills will also be developed through various learning tasks. Assisting learners to be good readers and good storytellers is the ultimate goal.

Textbooks:     
Active-Skills for reading
Course Requirements:
1. All the lectures will be given in English to train students for listening comprehension and students are encouraged to practice the target language by answering questions in English; however, if they are not yet ready, they are allowed to respond in Chinese first and ask the teacher for helps in English. 
2. Students are expected to preview and prepare for the class in advance so that they can follow the discussions and express their opinions in class.
3. Students are expected to participate actively in all learning tasks.
4. Group Project for every week: Prepare 15-minute oral presentation. The topic and the content will be decided by each group of four studnets. This group project will be presented in oral and written forms. More specifically, for the oral presentation, 15-minute presentation of the topic-related content is required for every student in the group. As for the written part, the source materials and the handouts must be handed in before your presentation. Additionally, a copy of those needs providing to the whole class in your presentation. Unless indicated otherwise, everything written outside of class should be computer-printed on A4-sized paper.

All the lectures will be given in English to train students for listening comprehension and students are encouraged to practice the target language by answering questions in English; however, if they are not yet ready, they are allowed to respond in Chinese first and ask the teacher for helps in English. 
Evaluation:
期中考mid-term

20%

期末考final

30%

平時成績  general

performance (preparation & participation) 
20%  英文能力測驗 proficiency test

15%
& 課外閱讀outside reading project
15% 
Schedule (every other Tuesday & every Friday)

Sep. 16

Introduction

Sep. 20

Unit 1 Eat Chocolate Might be Good for You: The history of chocolate

Sep. 23

Unit 1 Eat Chocolate Might be Good for You: Addicted to Chocolate

Sep. 30

Unit 2 Read all About It: US teens: Reading is interesting

Oct.  4

Unit 2 Read all About It: Have you read any good books lately?

Oct.  7

Unit 3 Modern Communication: Formal Letter Writing: a dying art

Oct. 14

Unit 3 Modern Communication: Netiquette – Internet: dos & don’ts

Oct. 18

Group Presentation. (1.2.3.4.)

Oct. 21

Unit 4 Going Abroad: Have a safe trip

Oct. 28

Unit 4 Going Abroad: A trip to Thailand

Nov. 2

Group Presentation. (5.6.7.8.)

Nov. 4

Unit 5 Tales from Hollywood: The history of Hollywood
Nov. 11

Unit 5 Tales from Hollywood: The Oscar goes to Willie Fulgear!

Nov. 14-20
Midterm examination & English Proficiency Tests
Nov. 22

Discussion of midterm exam

Nov. 25

Unit 6 The Meaning of Numbers: Numbers and Beliefs

Dec.  2

Unit 6 The Meaning of Numbers: Numerology – using numbers to predict the future

Dec.  6

Group Presentation. (9.10.11.12.)

Dec.  9

Unit 7 Sporting Legends: Who invents that sport?

Dec. 16

Unit 7 Sporting Legends: The greatest – Muhammad Ali
Dec. 20

Group Presentation. (13.14.15.16.17)

Dec. 23

Unit 8 The Body: You are amazing; you are human!
Dec. 30

Unit 8 The Body: Human Endurance – what the body can survive?
Jan. 4-10

Final Examination
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