Syllabus for Freshmen English Reading 2004-2005
Class: 

文學院D College of Liberal Arts & 資訊進學班 Technology Information ESP
Instructor: 
Beryl Kuo 郭文瑛
Time & place: Fridays. 4-6pm weekly & Weds. 8-10am (every two weeks); B702 & L304

Textbook: 
Active Skills for Reading Book 2
Goals 
 
This course is designed to help learners to build up self-reading skills and stimulate their self-learning habits; it is to prepare students for the full language skills – listening, speaking, reading and writing.  This course is designed to prepare learners to be the good readers and ‘storytellers’ by using a lot of literary (classical or pop literature) texts.  
Objectives: 
Students, after taking this course are expected to have skills as follows
1. be able to understand content and to express their opinions on the contexts

2. be able to read by themselves and make meaning to their own reading

3. be able to understand the instruction given in English 
4. be able to re-tell stories from reading and to write their own stories

All the lectures will be given in English to train students for listening comprehension and students are encouraged to practice the target language by answering questions in English; however, if they are not yet ready, they are allowed to respond in Chinese first and ask the teacher for helps in English. Besides the required texts, students are encouraged to read supplementary materials provided by the instructor to put on her university ‘Teaching Platform’. It is suggested that students will make a group of five to six members themselves and choose one topic to study, explore and report by the end of each term – this will be another evaluation of performance students can use to make up the failure of the midterm/final examination.  
Evaluation:
期中考mid-term

20%

期末考final

30%

平時成績  general
performance (preparation & participation) 
20%  英文能力測驗 proficiency test
15%
& 課外閱讀outside reading project
15% (can be negotiated)
Dos & Don’ts:

1. To get the good grade from this course, students are expected to participate actively in all learning activities. Students must well prepare the lesson before they come for the class so that they can follow the discussions/lecturers and will be able to express their own thoughts

2. There is no ‘right or wrong answer’, there is only ‘do it’ to prove that you have learned; if student have something to say but do not know how to say it in English, they can ask questions first. However, students should not use ‘my English is not good’ as the excuse to refuse to practise English.  In fact, I would expect you to improve more from learning.

3. Students are welcome to find your own group and study/do project together; nevertheless, you must do contributions to your own group or you won’t get the credit. For term project, everyone in the group will be getting the same score, so you should try your best to help each other not to wait for someone to do everything for you.

4. This is your class, the teacher cannot learn for you; I am only here to help your learning easier so if you have any special needs for help, always come to ask.  Don’t give up yourself too early, or don’t complain that you fail at the end of the term.

Schedule for Liberal Arts College D:
Sep. 16

Introduction

Sep. 21

The history of chocolate

Sep. 23

Addicted to Chocolate
Sep. 30

US teens: Reading is interesting

Oct.  5

Have you read any good books lately?

Oct.  7

Formal Letter Writing: a dying art

Oct. 14

Netiquette – Internet: dos & don’ts
Oct. 19

Have a safe trip

Oct. 21

A trip to Thailand

Oct. 28

The history of Hollywood
Nov. 2

The Oscar goes to Willie Fulgear!

Nov. 4

Numbers and Beliefs

Nov. 11

Numerology – using numbers to predict the future

Nov. 14-20
Midterm examination & English Proficiency Tests
Nov. 23

Discussion of midterm exam

Nov. 25

Who invents that sport?

Dec.  2

The greatest – Muhammad Ali

Dec.  7

You are amazing; you are human!

Dec.  9

Human Endurance – what the body can survive?

Dec. 16

Group presentations
Dec. 21

Group presentations
Dec. 23

Group presentations
Dec. 30

Reflection on learning English
Jan. 4-10

Final Examination
Schedule for Information ESP:
Sep. 17

Introduction 
Sep. 24

Unit 1 Eat Chocolate Might be Good for You
Oct.  1

Unit 2 Read all About It!

Oct.  8

Unit 3 Modern Communication

Oct.  15

Unit 4 Going Abroad
Oct.  22

Unit 5 Tales from Hollywood
Oct.  29

Unit 6 The Meaning of Numbers

Nov.  5

Unit 7 Sporting Legends

Nov.  12

Unit 8 The Body
Nov. 14-20
Midterm Examination

Nov.  26

Discussion of midterm
Dec.  3

Group presentations
Dec. 10

Group presentations
Dec. 17

Group presentations
Dec. 24

Reflection on learning English
Jan. 4-10

Final Examination

