Introduction to Literary Theory

Dr. Robin Chen-hsing Tsai 

Course Objective: The content and design of this course serve two purposes: (1) to impart a familiarity with the history of western literary criticism; (2) to cultivate the virtus of an active performance of critical theories--so the student will be obliged to apply these strategies to literary texts.
Textbook: Peter Barry, Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory (Manchester: Manchester UP, 2002). 
Week 1: Intro 
Week 2: Nietzsche, “On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life” 
Week 3: Nietzsche, “On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life”
Week 4: Chapter 1: “Theory before ‘Theory’” (11-38)

Week 5: New Criticism 
Week 6: Phenomenology 
Week 7: Chapter 2: “Structuralism” (39-60)

Week 8: Roland Barthes, “The Structuralist Activity” 
Week 9: Chapter 3: “Post-Structualism and Deconstruction” (61-70)

Week 10: Chapter 3: “Post-Structualism and Deconstruction” (71-94)
Week 11: Mid-term 

Week 12: Chapter 4: Postmodernism (81-95)

Week 13: Chapter 5: Psychoanalytic criticism (96-108) 

Week 14: Chapter 5: Psychoanalytic criticism (109-20) 

Week 15: Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage,” Parts 1-3 
Week 16: Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage,” Parts 4-5 

Week 17: Final 

