AN INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL STUDIES--fall 2005

[文化研究導論]

 Tues. 16:10—18:00 ( Q306 )
陳宜武 (外語大樓 723)

Office Hours: (to be announced)

OBJECTIVES: This one-year interdisciplinary course is designed to help the senior students familiarize with some fundamental analytical concepts and practices of Cultural Studies. In this course, Cultural Studies will be received as a field of discourse studies that defines culture as a complex system of signifying practices, textual dissemination of cognitive and affective formations, and their reciprocal reception. 

            In the first semester, the course will be organized around a study of some basic writings by a selected number of cultural critics and theorists who demonstrate, respectively, ways of cutting into general cultural affairs with their unique critical angles and interests. Throughout the semester, an understanding of the constructedness of cultural knowledge and the formation of the structure of cultural feelings will hopefully be our primary concern.


     In the second semester, what has been learned conceptually in the previous semester will be put into practice. Analytical work done by cultural critics from the west and the local cultural arena will be selected for the students to read. These readings, which deal primarily with some of the most currently contrived cultural signs and rituals around us, will be followed and fleshed out by the students’ ensuing discussions.

TEXT: A reading course packet will be prepared by the instructor and available

       at local copying store(天魁影印 力霸大學城店) in the first week of class.
REQUIREMENTS: 1).  Attendance and participation in all class meetings and discussion sessions (30%).

2).  Mid-term and final exams (70%)

COURSE SCHEDULE: 
9/ 13: Introduction

9/ 20, 27, 10/ 4: Stuart Hall, “The Work of Representation”
10/11, 10/18: Stuart Hall, “The Question of Cultural Identity”
10/25, 11/1, 11/ 8: Kenneth Thompson, “Social Pluralism and Post-Modernity”
11 /15: Mid-Term Exam Week!!!
11/22, 11/ 29: Chris Shilling, “The Body and Difference”
12/ 6, 12 / 13: Lynne Segal, “Sexualities”
12/20, 12/ 27: Katheryn Woodward, “Motherhood: Identities, Meanings, and Myths”
1 / 4, 2005: Final Exam!!!!!!!
