I-Fen Wu 

Department of English

Shakespeare on Film

This course considers screen adaptations of William Shakespeare’s dramas rather than focuses on reading the plays, aiming to explore the issues of cultural studies such as nationalism and sexuality through film representation. Different versions of films will be provided for discussing each play, through which to learn various approaches upon Shakespeare’s plays. 
Week 1.  Sep 15: Orientation

Week 2.  Sep 22: Shakespeare and British History

Week 3.  Sep 29: Shakespeare’s plays and actors

Week 4.  Oct 6: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
              Screening: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Michael Hoffman, 1996).
Week 5-6. Oct 13-Oct 20: Much Ado about Nothing
          Screening: Much Ado about Nothing (Kenneth Branagh, 1993).
Week 7-9. Oct-Nov 3-Nov 10: King Lear
              Screenings: King Lear (Michael Elliot, 1984)

                    King Lear (Peter Brook, 1970)

                        Ran (Akira Kurosawa, 1985)                       
Week 10. (Nov 14- 19) mid-term exam

Week 11-12.  Nov 24-Dec 1: Othello
          Screenings: Othello (Oliver Parker, 1994).

                    Othello, the Moor of Venice (Orson Welles, 1952).

                    Othello (Stuart Burge, 1965).
Week 13-14.  Dec 8-Dec 15: The Tempest
          Screenings: The Tempest (Derek Jarman, 1979).

                    Prospero’s Books (Peter Greenaway, 1991).     
Week 15-16.  Dec 22-Dec 29: Macbeth
          Screening: Macbeth (Roman Polanski, 1971).
Week 17. ( Jan 4-10 ) final exam
Assessment: 

Class participation and presentation are especially required, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (the former is 40% including presentation and workshop, the latter is 30% each). 

