Course: Sophomore English Composition (Fall 2005)

Class hours: Tuesdays 8:00 – 10: 00 a.m. (T606)

Instructor: Dr. Li-Te Li (e-mail: ltli@mail.tku.edu.tw)

Tentative Syllabus

Textbook:
Ruetten, M. K.  (2003).  Developing composition skills (2nd ed.).  Boston, MA: Heinle.
References:
 1. Various materials

Needed Materials:
1. A Folder and a disc for keeping essays

2. An e-mail account for sending journals

3. Good dictionaries and grammar books





4. A file holder and a disc without virus for Individual Portfolio

Course Goal: To be familiar with paragraph and composition organization and to form the habit of
English writing

Activities & Assignments:

1. Essay writing: each has to be typed, doubled-spaced, and has to be revised at least twice (optional for comp. 1)

2. Journal writing: based on reading or daily life, at least 4 entries
3. Theme reading: choose 3 themes from the textbook (Chap. 1, 4, 5 & 7) or from your interest, read at least 4 articles for each theme, keep the reading list, and write reading responses in journals or develop ideas into composition

4. Author’s chair: writers orally share their favorite pieces and writing process

5. Group discussion and editing: share your own writing with other classmates and also give feedback after reading your classmates' writing

6. Portfolio + disc: a self-designed collection of writing (More details will be provided later)
Assessment & Evaluation:

1. Bottom-Line Expectation (15%)

· Attendance—come to class on time with book and heart

· Assignments finished in complete and on time

· Participate in class activities
2. Portfolio (70%)

· Quantity (25%)

· 3 Essays (2 with multiple drafts)

· 4 Journals

· Theme reading (3*4=12)

· Preface

· Other writing, e.g. reading responses

· Quality (25%)

· Content

· Organization

· Language

· Voice
· Presentation & Interaction (20%)

· Author’s chair (I & II)

· Group discussion and editing

· Peer evaluation of portfolio

· Self-evaluation of portfolio
3. Final Exam (15%)

4. Self-evaluation (extra bonus)
Tentative Schedule

Date


Reading


Writing



Assignments

09/13 (T)

Orientation



09/20 (T)

Theme 1


Ch.1 Paragraph

1st comp.: “My story”

09/27 (T)
 *********** Moon Festival ************************************
10/04 (T)





Ch.1 Paragraph

Journal-1 due

10/11 (T)





Ch.5/Peer review (1)
1st draft of 2nd comp.

10/18 (T)

Theme 2


Ch.5 Process


2nd draft of 2nd comp.


10/25 (T)





Ch.7/Draft dis.


Journal-2 due


11/01 (T)





Ch.7 Classifying

3rd draft of 2nd comp.

11/08 (T)

   



Author’s chair I-1 

Journal-3 due

11/15 (T) ** Mid-term week **
Author’s chair I-2

Portfolio check


11/22 (T)

Theme 3


Ch.7/Peer review (2)
1st draft of 3rd comp.

11/29 (T)





Ch.4 Cause


2nd draft of 3rd comp.

12/06 (T)





Ch.4/Draft dis.


Journal-4 due



12/13 (T)





Ch.8 Effects


3rd draft of 3rd comp.


12/20 (T)





Ch.8 Effects



12/27 (T)





Author’s chair II-1



01/03 (T)





Author’s chair II-2

Portfolio due
01/10 (T) *********** Final Exam ********************************
* Each student needs to conduct a self-directed theme project and a diary-like web log.

* A disc containing all the materials should be handed in along with the portfolio.

---------- May you fall in love with English writing!! ----------

