I-Fen Wu

Department of English
Introduction to Literature

This course is to introduce some basic but wonderful readings of western literature. Students are encouraged to read a wide range of selective reading materials, through which to learn different perspectives of literature study and writings. The first semester will focus upon fiction, and later, drama and poetry will be picked up in second semester. This one-year course does not ambitiously aim to train first year students to become critics of literature but to enjoy the process of reading, hoping to ignite their potential interest, and perhaps passion, about literature.
Week 1. Sep 13: Orientation

       Sep 15: Fable, Parable and Tales
Week 2. Sep 20/22: John Updike (Short Story)—A & P
Week 3. Sep 27/29: William Faulkner (Point of view)—A Rose for Emily
Week 4. Oct 4/6: Alice Walker (Character)—Everyday Use
1 Week 5:  Oct 11: Amy Tam (Setting)—A Pair of Tickets
Oct 13: seminar discussion 1, 7
2 Week 6:  Oct 18: Ha Jin (Tone and Style)—Saboteur
      Oct 20: seminar discussion 2, 10
3 Week 7:  Oct 25: Alice Munro (Theme)—Day of the Butterfly
        Oct 27: seminar discussion 3, 9
4 Week 8:  Nov 1: John Steinbeck (Symbol)—The Chrysanthemums
Nov 3: seminar discussion 4, 6
Week 9:  Nov 8: Film 

      Nov 10: Review
Week 10: (Nov 14- 19) mid-term exam
5 Week 11: Nov 22: Edgar Allan Poe—The Tell-Tale Heart/The Masque of the Red Death
Nov 24: seminar discussion 5, 8
6 Week 12: Nov 29: Flannery O’Connor—A Good Man is Hard to Find
      Dec 1: seminar discussion 6, 2
7 Week 13: Dec 6: Anton Chekhov—The Lady with the Pet Dog
      Dec 8: seminar discussion 7, 4
8 Week 14: Dec 13: Kathrine Mansfield—Miss Brill
      Dec 15: seminar discussion 8, 1
9 Week 15: Dec 20: James Joyce--Araby
      Dec 22:seminar discussion 9, 5
10 Week 16: Dec 27: Gabriel Garcia Marquez—The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World
       Dec 29: seminar discussion 10, 3
Week 17 Jan 3: Review
Week 17: (Jan 4-10) final exam

Textbook: Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, eds., X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia, (Pearson Longman, 2005).

Assessment: 
Class discussion and participation are especially emphasised, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (class participation, presentation, and seminar discussion 50%, mid-term and final exam 25% each). Each group will be expected to do one study presentation and prepare two seminar discussions each semester. Students skip more than three classes during the term time, three points will be deducted each time from the final mark. 

I-Fen Wu 

Department of English

Shakespeare on Film

This course considers screen adaptations of William Shakespeare’s dramas rather than focuses on reading the plays, aiming to explore the issues of cultural studies such as nationalism and sexuality through film representation. Different versions of films will be provided for discussing each play, through which to learn various approaches upon Shakespeare’s plays. 
Week 1.  Sep 15: Orientation

Week 2.  Sep 22: Shakespeare and British History

Week 3.  Sep 29: Shakespeare’s plays and actors

Week 4.  Oct 6: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
              Screening: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Michael Hoffman, 1996).
Week 5-6. Oct 13-Oct 20: Much Ado about Nothing
          Screening: Much Ado about Nothing (Kenneth Branagh, 1993).
Week 7-9. Oct-Nov 3-Nov 10: King Lear
              Screening: King Lear (Michael Elliot, 1984)

                    King Lear (Peter Brook, 1970)

                        Ran (Akira Kurosawa, 1985)                       
Week 10. (Nov 14- 19) mid-term exam

Week 11-12.  Nov 24-Dec 1: Othello
          Screening: Othello (Oliver Parker, 1994).

                    Othello, the Moor of Venice (Orson Welles, 1952).

                    Othello (Stuart Burge, 1965).
Week 13-14.  Dec 8-Dec 15: The Tempest
          Screening: The Tempest (Derek Jarman, 1979).
                    Prospero’s Books (Peter Greenaway, 1991).     
Week 15-16.  Dec 22-Dec 29: Macbeth
          Screening: Macbeth (Roman Polanski, 1971).
Week 17. ( Jan 4-10 ) final exam
Assessment: 

Class participation and presentation are especially required, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (the former is 40% including presentation and workshop, the latter is 30% each). 

