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History of German Literature

The course will be mainly taught in English. Sources will be read in the original German. Participants without reading knowledge of German may use English translations as far as available. 

Course objectives:

· A text based overview of German literature with emphasis on developments since the Baroque.
· An introduction into the history of ideas as documented and expressed by literary developments.
· An introduction into the presence of literature within everyday language. 
Teaching method:

· The procedure will be largely inductive, starting from texts and not from general concepts on literary periods.
· During a first stage students are encouraged to acquire some familiarity with a selection of texts.

· Based upon this, the characteristics of different stages of German literature will be presented and discussed.

Sources:

We will use the internet as our library. All major texts and more are easily available. Please do “look around” a bit at the Gutenberg website whenever you have time. You may as well consider selecting the site as your starting page, thus beginning each session with a brief look at some titles, texts or summaries on authors. 
Assignments:

Reading assignments from week to week. There will be a brief test at the beginning of each class.

Requirements:

Regular participation in class. Regular completion of reading assignments. 
· Weekly tests (average grade), midterm exam and final exam each 1/3 

· Each missing weekly test will be counted as 0. 
