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As an emerging great power in the Asia—Pacific region, the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) is striving for a strong military that is parallel to
its growing influence in international affairs. The course is design to provide
students an overview of defense modernization in the PRC and contemporary
development of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) with a specific focus on
Chinese understandings, interpretations, and propositions regarding the
revolution in military affairs (RMA).
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1. Understanding of the origins and history of the
PLA modernization

2. Analytical frameworks of PLA studies and the
state of the field of international PLA studies

3. Defense policy and major military modernization
programs of the PLA

4., The RMA with Chinese characteristics and its
implications
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1. Understanding of the origins and history of the
PLA modernization

7 2. Analytical frameworks of PLA studies and the
state of the field of

international PLA studies

3. Defense policy and major military modernization
programs of

the PLA

4, The RMA with Chinese characteristics and its
implications
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