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CULTURAL READINGS ON FILM
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The course aims to familiarize students with the basic understanding of two
popular film genres: Western and film noir, The emergence of the Western
is closely related to the American frontier myth in the 19th century, and
the development of film noir is intertwined with the popularity of
hardboiled crime fiction in the early 20th century. Students are invited to
investigate the historical background and cultural contexts of the two genres
and see how they have evolved and changed, reflecting various social

conditions of different times.
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1|3 R E ik, Through close reading and guided discussion,
students are expected to: 1) probe into the
correlations between a text and its cultural contexts;
2) recognize and make use of some techniques of
film analysis; 3) develop a sophisticated ability to
appreciate film and popular culture in general,
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